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ZIONISM THE JEWISH NATIONAL
MOVEMENT.

BY BERTRAM B. BENAS, B.A., LL.B

ZIONISM the Jewish National Movement endeavours to

rationalise the position of the Jewish people vis-a-vis the

other Peoples of the World by securing the recognition of

Israel's Ancient Homeland as the centre of Jewish Nation-

hood. It is the national doctrine of which the movement

is the expression. "Zionism is as old as the Book of Isaiah

and the 13/th Psalm; and Jews have dreamt the kingly

dream of the Restoration throughout the long night of the

Dispersion." These are the words of the Very Rev. Dr.

J. H. Hertz, the Chief Rabbi, and are to be found

in a Fortnightly Review article upon Zionism appearing

in December, 1916, contributed by the Ecclesiastical Head

of the Anglo-Jewish Community. The statement is of

significant import, since there is a tendency more

pronounced within certain sections of Occidental Jewry,

although occasionally not altogether absent, and perhaps

derivatively present, outside Jewish spheres, to regard

Zionism as a matter of comparative recency a con-

fusion of the idea with the organisation. The error

arises, where it exists disingenuously, from the prac-

tice of thinking of bygone times in terms of modern life.

Organisation itself in its developed form is a phenomenon
of contemporary history, and has a very short lineal

genealogy. But it is obviously erroneous to argue the
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absence of an idea because at the particular period the

subject of discussion there did not exist an organisation

specifically, or even partially, devoted by express mention

to its maintenance or promotion. Kindness to children

and to animals, relief to the indigent, succour to the way-

farer, and the feelings which prompt humane action in

general, ante-date by centuries the organised efforts for

their pursuit characteristic of the present day. In point

of fact, Jewish organised effort is one of the earliest

phenomena of the Hebraic civilisation, and "Hebroth" or

Societies for the co-operative exercise of the. "Mitzvoth"

or precepts of life existed long before the modern proto-

types of combined endeavour and thus the present Jewish

philanthropic associations are really grafts of the form of

current systematic methods upon a very ancient Jewish

foundation. But Jewry has a practical bent, and centred

its energies in the past upon the practice of that which

had to be done not upon the affirmation of an idea which

was undisputed, nor in the vain endeavour to achieve that

which was beyond human reach. The doctrine of the

Restoration did not need to be preached there were then

no unbelievers. To endeavour to achieve the Resettlement

politically was unthinkable in times when scarce in any

part of the world Jewry had the legal capacity of being

politically articulate. It was not only "Orthodoxy," but

the foresight of sound sense which then projected the

realisation of the ideal as a "divine far off event," just as it

is not only "Orthodoxy" but also practical politics now to

place the endeavour within the ambit of contemporary
effort. For, as the Chief Rabbi has said of Zionism in

the article already quoted, "the most revered Orthodox

Rabbis of Eastern Europe (the "Mizrachi" group at the

Zionist Congresses) and a large portion of the world's

Jewish scholars and leaders of religious thought in the
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West (like the late Dr. Schechter) have ranged themselves

under its banner."*

Human life both conditions and is conditioned by

surrounding circumstances. The expression of the Zionist

idea, until the present era, depended upon environing

political conditions, which were neither characterised by

organisation nor were likely to surfer it. The ebb and flow

of the manifestations of the movement, except in the last

and the present centuries, bear no relation to the currency

of the principle upon which it is based. Until the

Nineteenth Century, the principle of the Restoration and

the consciousness of nationhood associated therewith were

axiomatic. It is futile to argue that the envisaging of the

ideal to-day differs in manner from that which obtained in

past centuries. The Nation to the individual is as the

Macrocosm to the Microcosm. The ideals of an individual

mature progressively they expand and ramify although

their nature be one and the same. So with a nation the

national ideal matures progressively it expands and

ramifies although its nature be one and the same. The

great prophetic forecasts in the Hebrew Scriptures which

tell of the Resettlement and place the vision of the hope
before an Israel in Diaspora, declare the nature of the

ideal. Their very breadth of expression and width of

scope make for lengthening human visualisation and

progress.

Aspects of the Zionist ideal have evolved in the last

decades as they have evolved in the centuries. The very

fact t'hat this progress of evolution has been recently most

active in its exercise and yet has maintained the identity

* For an exposition of Zionism from the standpoint of the Jewish
Faith, see the article, "Judaism a National Religion," by the Very
Rev. Dr. M. Caster, Chief Rabbi of the Spanish and Portuguese Congre-

gations in Britain, in the volume Zionism and the Jewish Future.
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of Zionism intact, is a testimony to the right of Modern

Zionism to the succession of the historic Jewish National

ideal. The education of youth, the treatment of the

suffering, the government of the country, the assertion of

right, differ in manner not only as between century and

century, but almost as between year and year yet

education, philanthropy, law, and ethics are not of

yesterday the school, the hospital, the law court, the

academy of to-day are lineal descendants of an old stock,

let them differ ever so much from their predecessors of

bygone years.

And thus it is with the Jewish National Movement

which seeks not only to rationalise the position of the

Jewish People vis-a-vis the other Peoples of the World

through the central locus in quo Palestine but also

thereby to amend the irrational position Jewry occupies at

times and in places through, on the one hand, persecution,

and on the other, its subsequent withdrawal in favour of

civic emancipation.

George Eliot in Daniel Deronda eloquently spoke of

the day when Israel will choose his full heritage, claim

the biotherhood of his nation, and carry it into a new

brotherhood with the nations of the Gentiles. For a

nation that has no love of its own identity cannot follow the

Levitical injunction, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as

thyself" (Leviticus xix, 18) v/hich Hillel, the great Jewish

Rabbi, declared was the whole Law, the rest being but

commentary (Talmud Bab. Shabbath 31 a).

The first step to the self-preservation of a people is the

consciousness that it is a people worthy of being preserved.

The recognition of this consciousness can only be realised

by the abandonment of excessive concentration on the

present, and the insistence upon the cherishing of hope for

the future. But this cherishing of hope for the future can
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only come with living force if tradition is linked with the

present. Tradition and aspiration become united in the

realising of a conscious participation in the continuous

process.

Jewry is regarded almost universally as a tertium quid

between nationality and creed and that particular tertium

quid is not satisfactorily disposed of by the term race.

Admission into and departure from the faith of the Jewish

People are just sufficiently recurrent to prevent the idea

of ethnic identity satisfactorily disposing of Jewish

denomination by convenient relegation to the category of

race.* Universal and devoted allegiance to native countries,

or countries of adoption, has characterised Jewish citizen-

ship so prominently that no constitution of the present day
which can at all claim to be regarded as the legal apparatus

of an articulate community, differentiates between its

Jewish and non-Jewish citizens. But apart from all

questions of constitutional law, the Jewish People feel or

are led to feel that they are regarded, if not as a present

nationality, at least as the representatives of a past

nationality, and after so many centuries of both dispersion

and cohesion, it cannot be other than natural that, in an

era like the present when maps are changed and empires

and states rise and become transformed, the non-Jewish

world refuses to abandon its belief in the future renationali-

sation of Jewry as a distinctive entity in its ancient Home
land. The Jewry which realises its dormant but potent

nationality admits the view held externally, and while

recognising that Jewish citizenship in the Diaspora is a

phenomenon which, frequent in the days of the Jewish

*
Furthermore, it has been well observed that the term "

Jewish
race" is a misnomer. From this point of view Jewry is one of the

constituent nations of the Semitic race, as the Welsh are of the Celtic

race, and the Serbs of the Slavonic race.
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State, is perfectly consistent with the specific attach-

ment to the Ancient Jewish Homeland, asserts that the

specific attachment thereto does not detract from local

allegiance. This sphere of Jewry therefore finds public

opinion not at variance, but in line with its own view.

Jewry cannot gainsay the fact that it is regarded as an

independent entity. This is an age in which the

raison d'etre of Jewry is more critically examined and

more insistently questioned than at any period in modern

times. Everyone who realises, either automatically or

through the observations of others, the divergence which

is recognised between the Jewish individual and the non-

Jewish is met by certain definite questions. The relation

of the Jewish entity to the world is questioned, the relation-

ship of the groups of Jewry to the whole Jewish entity is

similarly the subject of question, the relationship of the

Jewish individual to all is critically questioned. The

historic view alone wins. The Jewish entity is essentially

the entity of a People. "Israelites", ''Jews", "Hebrews"-

all the terms used to denote the Jewish People bear a

specifically historical meaning, and none of these terms has

been convincingly superseded by one of a purely sectarian

nature. The external world has never completely subscribed

to the view that the Jewish People constitute merely an

ecclesiastical denomination and Jewry thus becomes the

object of the same processes of mind which are applied to

any definite group constituting a specific people an

historic or potential nationality.

If the Jewish People constitute a nation at Law, the

ascription to them of legal nationality is only of universal

validity if they can so be regarded by the principles of

International Law and of such universal validity as

International Law possesses. That they do not constitute

a Nation in International Law is quite certain. Writers
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on International Law have preferred the term "State" to

that of nation to express the entities of which International

Law treats because of the way in which the word nation

has been applied to persons of the same people who owe

allegiance to different Governments the people of Italy,,

before the unification, afford an instance of those who gave

opportunity for indefinite expression. There is at present

no Jewish State, and as a State is that which alone can

confer legal nationality, therefore it follows there can be

at present no Jewish legal Nationality at all. Every

Jewish individual in the world, like every other individual,

possesses the positive attribute of the legal Nationality of

some State within the comity of Nations, and the negative

and correlative attitude of alienage, apart from two

exceptional varieties: the one is the Roumanian, which is

an exception more apparent than real, for the status of the

Jewish People in Roumania is, it would seem from the

standpoint of International Law, one of Roumanian

Nationality, even if Roumania chooses as yet to regard

its autochthonous Jewry in such large numbers as within

the sphere of alienage ;
the other is an exception not

specific to the Jewish People, but represents a phenomenon
of International Law, of not infrequent recurrence it is

the person of disputed nationality, disclaimed by one state

and not acclaimed by the other. It can thus be seen that

with the exceptions quoted the Jewish individual can

acquire from the point of view of International Law the

nationality of any Nation within the comity of Nations

but that he cannot acquire a Jewish legal nationality, for

such a nationality is at present non-existent.* The

* Recent Jewish criticism of the Jewish National Movement by
representatives of the Minority Dissentients renders it not altogether

superfluous to point out that whenever a Jewish legal nationality becomes
an existent fact, no one, according to International Law, can possess this

legal nationality except by being a natural-born subject of the in-
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-emphatic assertion of these facts is all to the advantage

of the upholders of the national Jewish standpoint for this

reason : it clears the way for the outlook upon the Jewish

position, clearing it from the obscurity of misapplied

terminology.

A very distinguished Englishman, the late Sir John

Gray Hill, in an address on Zionism, Jerusalem, and the

Holy Land, delivered before the Liverpool Jewish Literary

Society, and since reprinted, referred to a phenomenon of

modern Jewish life in the Diaspora in the following

words :

I am told there is some feeling among the English Jews of

there being a want of patriotism in interesting themselves in the

Holy Land. That I do not understand. A Scotchman is a

Scotchman, full of love for his own land and his own customs,

poetry and song, but he is a Briton ; so of a Welshman ;
so of an

Irishman ;
so of a Devonshire man ; so of a Lancashire man ;

we

cherish these feelings of local pride ;
and yet we remain true to

the great Empire to which we belong.

These significant expressions are of far-reaching value

coming from one who, as one of the foremost maritime

lawyers, possessed ,the widest knowledge of international

points of view, and, as a leading advocate of the movements

dependent Jewish State conferring the Jewish legal nationality, or by
such naturalisation therein as the independent Jewish State may allow

In other words, the possession of Jewish legal nationality will be due to

individual local origin or individual choice. In no case, therefore, can it

affect the existent citizenship of a Jew who is a subject of another state,

except of his own free will. The question may have but a theoretical

interest, for the objective of Jewish nationalism is not necessarily bound

up with the establishment of an independent Jewish State. A Jewish
State as a commonwealth of a Commonwealth of Nations would serve as a

home for Jewish Nationhood, so long as that commonwealth was specific-

ally identified with Jewish Nationhood. Jewish Nationhood has had a

continuous existence since the birth of Jewry : it has lost its home but

not its being, a phenomenon of which contemporary history affords many
illustrations.
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associated with the maintenance of British supremacy on

the sea, was a leading British Imperialist.

Logically, since interfusion has existed, Jewry might

be regarded as a definite sect, professing a specific faith

like any one of the many sects of the dominant faith of

the Occident. But historically and psychologically, Jewry

is Israel an ethnic, popular, national entity.

Proselytes to the Jewish Faith become by spiritual

naturalisation participants of Jewish Nationhood, for they

are denominated children of Abraham, the Father of the

Jewish People, and the answer may be given to those who

ask the question "Zionism: racial or sectarian?" that

naturalisation has, as its correlative, denaturalisation, and

that just as entry can be made into the sphere of Jewish

Nationhood, so can exit. When Zionism ceases to be the

expression of the historic Jewish Nationhood, it ceases ta

be itself.*

A people may constitute no nation at law, possess no

legal nationality, but be endowed with the capacity of

nationhood. Such a nationhood expresses not actual

but potential nationality. The reconstitution of a

nationality, in the case of a people whose potential nation-

hood has continued without intermission, is readily capable

of being visualised. There must be an essential congruity

between the past and the future of a people to find the

world forces of history coinciding in the evolutionary

* A distinction should be drawn between Zionism as a movement
for the Jewish Resettlement in posse, and the condition of the Jewish
Resettlement in esse. With the Jewish Resettlement as a recognised

commonwealth, the free citizenship of those of non-Jewish nationhood or

faith is assured. Equality of citizen rights is the condition precedent to

the charter of any national enfranchisement to-day. Thus, while the

motive force of Zionism as a movement is the Jewish national conscious-

ness, its realisation must obviously contemplate, as with a restored

Belgium, Serbia, and Montenegro, the fellow-citizenship of those of other

nationhoods.
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processes which link tradition with aspiration. History

points to the inherent nationhood of Israel necessity

demands some endeavour to secure the cohesion of an

endurable Jewish entity and intelligent humanity has

largely appreciated the rationality of the basic principles,

which have produced and expressed the great movement,

culminating rather than originating in the organisation

founded by Dr. Herzl. The ultimate question which

requires consideration is not so much the existence of

Jewish Nationhood, but the form in which that nationhood

should find expression. The root principle of legal

nationality consists in the unifying link of common

allegiance with its attendant responsibilities and protection.

Allegiance is the criterion of legal nationality, but it is

perfectly consistent with a distinctive cultural or institution-

ary nationality. Imperialism, which at first was regarded

as the antithesis of Nationalism, is now beginning to be

considered as a means of its expression. National pro-

tection, and therefore National integrity, depend often

enough upon Imperial resources. Subject to the supreme
dominion of the force to which allegiance is owed,

distinctive national institutions can grow and be maintained

under Imperial Government. And it is necessary to

observe that a nation in the assertion of its identity

need not be said to possess a "separate" culture it may be

regarded as an additional culture which it enjoys over and

above the culture of those other groups with which it may
be politically associated. Canada, Australia, South Africa,

are none of them legal nationalities but all of them have

developed and realised their nationhood. South Africa

particularly illustrates the additional cultural idea, for the

Dutch South African has acquired a South African national

point of view together with his additional Dutch African

culture. Thus we acquire the idea of a "nationality" apart
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from the principles of International Law. Nationality

demands a centre for the group, although its members
radiate throughout the world.*

Nationality is an idea of no great antiquity in Europe.

It is useful to keep this in mind in face of the insistent

contentions of antagonists of Jewry who are perpetually

declaring that Israel has no appreciation of the idea of

nationality. History in fact shows that Israel possessed

the idea thousands of years before Europe exhibited any
manifestations of national consciousness. It may be that

Europe has developed a species of the national genus which

differs from the species of Israel but the European species,

in its main characteristics, is incidental to the exigencies

of the history of the West, just as Israel's species is similar

to the forms characteristic of the East. The distinction

too is not quite of such reality as it appears for the idea

of one legal national entity with one faith found some

approach towards actuality in the Roman Empire, and

only political and spiritual schism, rendered more intricate

by the great invasions, prevented that synonymy of Nation

and Faith which is characteristic of the East.

M. Cogordan in La Nationalite points out the recent

origin of the term Nationality, and that it appears in the

Dictionnaire de I'Academie Franpaise for the first time in

the edition of 1835. Dr. Seignobos in his History of

Mediceval Civilisation, page 180, observes that

The sentiment which we call patriotism had been unknown

among the inhabitants of Europe during the first centuries of the

Middle Ages. . . . No one could have any patriotism, for the

idea of a patrie or fatherland did not exist that is, the idea of a

great country to which one may be attached, no matter what or to

whom the men may be who govern it. Therefore they had no

* The whole subject is eloquently set forth in General Smut's speech,
" The British Commonwealth of Nations," delivered i5th May. 1917.

Since published by Hod Jer & Stoughton.
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scruples in passing over from the service of the King of France to

that of the Emperor or of the King of England.

Such a circumstance is not unknown among antagonists

of Jewry, and it is rather surprising to find such antagonists

professing to be exponents of patriotism. Dr. Seignobos

proceeds to point out that "The national sentiment

appeared in France for the first time during the Hundred

Years War." It was evidently at first a negative point of

view, unity arising from action against a common opponent.

Dr. Seignobos refers to Alain Chartier as the first to

employ the word "patrie." The works of Renan and Leroy
Beaulieu are very valuable for the consideration of

nationality and show that the idea of nationality is not

indigenous so far as Europe is concerned (See Renan

Qu'est-ce qu'une Nation? Leroy Beaulieu -Israel among
the Nations^).

A passage from Professor Cushman's History of

Philosophy (vol. i., page 212) dealing with the position of

the Athenian in the period of the Hellenistic-Roman

philosophy, is very valuable in its points of analogy to the

Jewish position to-day.

With his entrance into world-wide relations in the Ethical

period (322 B.C.E.-I C.E.), the Athenian found himself confronted

with a very different situation from that which engaged him during

the age of Pericles (444-429 B.C.E.). His national existence had

gone and could no longer arouse his devotion, and with it his ideal

of a national life had crumbled to pieces. His epic polytheism

had become a dim thing of the distant past, and there was no

longer any external Greek institution to awaken his slumbering

energies. He might of course go into retirement and engage in

speculative enquiry ; except that this was an age of pressing need.

He was forced to awake and adjust himself as an individual to the

many other peoples mixing and mingling in one common civilis-

ation. His relations were enlarged but his interests were

circumscribed. His philosophy was focussed to the fundamental

problem What after all is the object of human life, and what can

give happiness to the individual amid the turmoil of the time ?
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This is written with reference to the period 322 B.C.E.

476 C.E. How applicable to the ipth and 20 Century in

Jewry !

The view that the development of Jewish Nationhood

would lessen the breadth of outlook of the Jewish individual

is philosophically unsound. Professor Cushman observes

(page 217):

The man who conceives his duty so large that it embraces the

whole world is usually cold to any special interests except his own.

Jewry has nationhood manifested in its universal cul-

ture its language, its historic national celebrations, its

ethnic psychology, its specific social consciousness which,

while it would be inaccurate to say could not be exclusively

referable to the associations of its faith, are in fact only

referable in so far as its faith is not a mere dogma, but a

civilisation in itself.

In its modern manifestations the Jewish National

movement had an English-speaking beginning, for early

in the iQth century an American Jew named Mordecai

Manuel Noah evolved plans for the Resettlement of Jewry
in the ancient homeland. The first record of a printed

book of a non-Jew dealing with the practical idea of the

Resettlement is that of an Englishman, in 1852, named

Hollingsworth, who advocated the establishment of a

Jewish State in Palestine, urging it as a matter of much

moment to Great Britain for the purpose of safeguarding

the overland route to India. Colonel Gawler, a British

officer, in the same year advocated the same plan, and in

1854 a Palestine Land Company was formed in which a

Jew named Solomon Sequerra, and a non-Jew, Alfred

Hall, appear to have been joint promoters. Lord

Shaftesbury favoured the project, much on the lines of

the British Palestine Committee of to-day. Alexandre

Dumas Fils, in one of his plays, La femme de Claude, deals

B
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with the same idea, while Dunant, the French-Swiss

founder of the Red Cross and inspirer of the Geneva

Convention, went as far as founding an International

Palestine Society and a Syrian and Palestine Colonisation

Society for this purpose. Another French-speaking

enthusiast was Abraham Petavel, a Protestant pastor, who

wrote a poem and is regarded as the author of an anony-

mous pamphlet on the subject. An Italian patriot,

Benedetto Musolino, sketched a plan for the re-settlement,

pointing out its value for Britain as well as for Jewry.

Thus, England, France, and Italy united in their interest

for the principle* of nationhood over fifty years ago.

George Eliot in Daniel Deronda, and D'Israeli in David

Alroy made the Zionist-idea the basis of their books, while

Laurence Oliphant, whose writings are classic on the

subject, carried his enthusiasm to the point of personal

residence among the Jewish colonists in Palestine.

Colonel Conder and Lord Kitchener represent those of a

later period who, through Palestine exploration, like Lord

Cromer through his pro-consulship, were brought in touch

with the Jewish re-settlement. Liverpool acclaimed as a

citizen one of the most eminent of English residents in

Palestine, the late Sir Jchn Gray Hill, who became an

influential advocate of the Jewish Resettlement a work

which is splendidly perpetuated by Lady Gray Hill.

The Jewish history of organised effort in furtherance

of the Resettlement, effort which has been maintained

uninterruptedly, dates from the foundation of the Alliance

Israelite in Paris in 1860, the first English branch of whcih

was formed in Liverpool in 1867 by my father, the late

Baron Louis Benas, J.P. (a former occupant of the distin-

guished office of President of this time-honoured and learned

Society), who visited Palestine in company with the

late Chief Rabbi, Dr. H. Adler, C.V.O., in 1885. This
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branch was the pioneer centre of the Anglo-Jewish Asso-

ciation, founded in 1871. The foundation of the Alliance

and its sister organisation was the most significant con-

tribution to Jewry of modern times, paving the way for

great future developments. In 1870 the Alliance founded

the Agricultural School "Mikveh Israel" in Palestine, near

Jaffa, largely due to the inspiration of Rabbi Hirsch

Kalischer, a Polish Rabbi, who was thus the promoter of

the first practical endeavour towards the Resettlement. *

The school was the nursery of the thousands of successful

Jewish colonists in Palestine. I In 1878 an International

Jewish Conference was held by the Alliance in Paris, when

an International Palestine Committee was formed, of

which my father was a member. The development of

Palestinian Resettlement was a main subject of con-

sideration. In 1884 a Conference convenient for East

European Jewry was held in Poland, consolidating

the various societies there flourishing into the Montefiore

Foundation (so named after Sir Moses Montefiore, a

Palestinian of Palestinians in devotion to the sacred

Jewish traditions of the land), which subsequently in 1887

merged into the Chovevei Zion (lovers of Zion), bringing

many Western organisations into line. In 1890 the Com-
mittee for Promotion of Agriculture and Handicrafts

among the Jews of Syria and Palestine was founded in

* The work of Rabbi Hirsch Kalischer was to some extent anticipated
in the writings of Rabbi Judah Alcalay, of Semlin (on the Serbian

frontier), one of the earliest of the pioneers of practical Zionism in

European Jewry. A near kinsman is the present Chief Rabbi of Serbia,

Dr. I. Alcalay, who is well known in England through his visits on

behalf of the cause of his native country and of the Jewish people.
Dr. Alcalay is an ardent upholder of the Jewish National Movement, and

an enthusiastic advocate of the revival of Hebrew as a living language.

t For a narrative of the history of the Jewish Colonies in Palestine,

and the work of Baron Edmond de Rothschild, the "
Doyen of Jewish

Nationalists," on behalf of the Resettlement, see Palestine the Rebirth of
tin Ancient People, by Albert M. Hyamson.
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Odessa. The crowning achievement of all was the

establishment of the Zionist Organisation at Basle in 1897

by Dr. Theodor Herzl.

It may be now a convenient opportunity to recount

the progress and development of the movement from the

time since its leader, Herzl, passed away in 1904, and to

trace the evolution of the scope of the organisation's

activity. In the early period of the Zionist congresses it

would be quite accurate to refer to Herzl's movement as

the new Zionism and it serves a useful purpose to

remind the reader that there existed Zionism and

Zionists before Herzl. Although it could be said that

Herzl originated the movement as then established, and

had shown sagacity as a statesman in adopting Zionism

as its title,* Zionism itself and the movement on behalf of

Zionism, even in the modern meaning of the term, were

clearly pre-Herzlian. There were conferences and

associations devoted to similar endeavour before Herzl,

as shown previously, and the question then raises itself as

to the nature of the particular element in the great

leader's movement which gave to it a position unlike

anything of which Jewish history affords an illustration.

Theodor Herzl was the genius of Jewish organisation.

Jewry had organisations it needed organisation. It had

movements it needed a movement. The writing of

Herzl's Jewish State the historic document of the modern

movement his summoning of the first Congress the

establishment of the Basle Programme, "the attainment

for the Jewish people of a legally secured, publicly recog-

nised home in Palestine" the foundation of the Zionist

Organisation these are all matters of record in the records

* The term "Zionism "
appears to have been first used by Nathan

Birnbaum in 1888. Birnbaum was one of the pioneers of the Jewish-

National Movement which characterised the period.
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of Jewry. There were two main currents in the stream which

constituted Zionism one was the current of renationalisa-

tion, and the other was the current of re-settlement. The

current of re-nationalisation strove for the re-establishment

of a centre of Jewish nationhood the current of re-settle-

ment strove for the re-acquisition of the ancient homeland

of Jewry. As an article suggested in the Jewish World,*

some desired to bring Palestine to the service of Jewry,

and others desired to bring Jewry to the service of

Palestine. Both, however, united in this that they had as

their ideal an impersonal objective the one emphasised

the re-establishment of a centre of nationhood, the other

emphasised the re-acquisition of the land. Both, while

recognising that the re-establishment of a centre and the

re-acquisition of the land each require a humanity to people

the place, regarded as subsidiary and incidental the fact

that the places might well be filled by those who found no

pied-a-terre where they then dwelt. That, however,

the realisation of either ideal would, in fact, afford a land

of comfort for the storm-tossed of Jewry, brought into the

movement as many of those whose desire to aid was not

negatived by a refusal to subscribe to the doctrine of the

renascence of Jewish nationhood the solid foundation

upon which the whole structure of Zionism was based.

It was at this period, when the two main currents were in

full power and the rills and rivulets of sympathy with the

storm-tossed flowed into the stream of the movement, that

the El Arish and East African questions arose, and their

consideration led to the review of the whole ambit of the

Zionist Organisation. That circumstances did not allow of

their adoption in no way detracts from the recognition of

the incidents as the outstanding events of Jewish life since

'"Zionism in England," by "One who knows," Jeit-hh World,

May 28, 1913.
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the Diaspora, incidents adding honourable pages to the

history of the British Empire and of Jewry.

Into the hands of Lord Cromer, as British Agent in

Cairo, there fell the proposal made by Dr. Herzl of a

Jewish Settlement in the El Arish Peninsula, between

Egypt and Palestine ; and, to quote the Jewish World,

January 3151, 1917,

The sympathy and tenderness with which he helped the

project because it was designed for the aid of the Jewish people,

were remarkable. All the more so, because from the very first

moment that the matter was placed before him through the Home
Government he was of opinion that the scheme would prove, as

in fact it did, unfeasible because of the natural disadvantages of

the place. None the less, largely through his influence, a tenta-

tive agreement for the concession of a Jewish settlement was come

to, and Lord Cromer's name will always be thus associated in the

minds of Jews with the first public official recognition by one of the

powers of the earth that, as a people, they were entitled to a

pied-d-terre of their own.

And it may be here recorded that the press of England

may claim a share in the credit for this, as for many
other efforts which have enured to the public good. Mr.

L. J. Greenberg, the present Editor of the Jewish Chronicle

and the Jewish World, conducted the negotiations between

the Zionist organisation and the British Colonial Office in

the matter of the East African project, Herzl having

chosen the gifted man of letters and of action now,

although not at the time, associated with the direction of

the Anglo-Jewish Press, to be his representative during the

important deliberations. After the disposal of the East

African question, a large number of those to whom the

necessity of an area of settlement for the storm-tossed of

Jewry appealed, together with many who desired to estab-

lish without delay a centre of potential Jewish nationhood,

reunited to form a Jewish Territorial Organisation for the



ZIONISM THE JEWISH NATIONAL MOVEMENT. 23

purpose, in effect, of taking up the work of the East

African project left over by the Zionist Organisation, or

any project of similar character. Just as some Zionists

joined the Zionist movement, mainly because it served as
'

a means for providing an area of settlement for the storm-

tossed of Jewry, and least because it might be the means

of the re-establishment of a Jewish National Centre, so

some joined the Territorial movement, mainly because it

might serve as a preliminary national centre a place of

muster preparatory to a national re-settlement in

Palestine, and least because the Territorial Organisation

might provide an area of settlement for the storm-tossed

of Jewry. It must be kept in view in considering these

questions that it was not until 1908 that the new regime

in the Ottoman Empire came into existence, and that

previously the idea of a preparatory centre was more

relevant to the main purpose of a renascence of Jewish

Nationhood than when conditions of re-settlement

promised to be more favourable for the development of the

Jewish National Home in Palestine. Many also, who

joined the Territorial Organisation, joined merely because

it was an organisation which sought to provide an area of

settlement for -the storm-tossed of Jewry, and these were

they who refused to join with the Zionist movement

because of its nationalistic foundation. The result was

remarkable and interesting. Within the ambit of the

Territorial Organisation, it was quite possible to discern

the forces of Nationalism and the antithetical elements in

full play. Thus three spheres of Jewish effort could be

marshalled those who thought mainly of the ancient

homeland remained alone in the Zionist movement those

who thought most of the National concentration were

found in either sphere and sometimes in both, and those

who thought merely of an area for settlement, and
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composed the antithetical element to nationalism, were

found alone in the Territorial Organisation.

The Territorial Organisation contained a large number

of strong nationalists but as the whole substratum of the

Organisation rested upon the acquisition of a territory, the

absence up to the present of one which has been both

suitable and available has left those in the movement

possessing the consciousness antithetical to nationalism

with nothing territorial to deal with, while those who

possessed full nationalist sympathies have retained their

nationalism and found their natural sphere within the four

corners of the Zionist movement. For if the material

realisation of the objective of Zionism is represented by
the terms of the Basle Programme, its paramount ideal is

to be found in the definition of the movement given by
Herzl himself, who, in the course of his opening address

at the first Congress, said that Zionism was "first a return

to the Jewish fold and then a return to the Jewish Land."

The Zionist is thus left with a living purpose, even

when re-nationalisation in Palestine is not ripe for com-

plete fulfilment. Herzl with remarkable insight and

prediction forecasted in this phrase the trend of the

evolution of the movement which he led. His practicality

was always full of idealism, whereas many of his most

acute critics displayed idealism rather than practicality.

Thus it was that in the early days of the Herzlian

leadership, the idealists opposed his political practicality,

and Herzl placed the urgency of political practicality before

the idealism of indefinite effort. Athwart the whole of the

Herzlian organisation stood the spiritual nationalism of

"Achad Ha'am,"* the Jewish thinker, whose philosophy

"The pen-name of Asher Ginzberg ("One of the People"), in his

collection of Essays, Al Parashath Derachim (" At the Parting of the

Ways").
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of Hebraism is the most far-reaching influence in contem-

porary Jewry. Achad Ha'am's aspiration for the estab-

lishment of a spiritual centre in the land of Israel by an

Israel aiming at a Jewish "super-humanity" had points in

common and yet more in conflict with the project of an

ad-hoc political state, Western in form if Eastern in place,

which the imagination of the earlier observers of the

Herzlian movement pictured for themselves. And yet a

spiritual centre, aimed at a "super-humanity", must com-

mence with humanity as it is it must have a beginning.

Pre-Herzlian Zionism came to the aid. Pre-Herzlian Zionism

strove for the foundations of the re-settlement of Palestine

by groups. Pre-Herzlian Zionism lacked the organisation

of a world-movement of Jewry spiritual nationalism

lacked the means of practicality. And so, as history so

often illustrates, the interplay of all the forces, caused by
the march of events, has given to the movement the

strength of the three with the weaknesses of none of them.

Pre-Herzlian Zionism practical Zionism, as it is sometimes

termed would seem never to have won a world-wide

appeal but for the gift of Herzl's genius for organisation.

Political Zionism as the earlier Herzlian movement has

been called would have left the whole movement un-

recovered from the loss of its opportunities, had the

Organisation not have been reinfused with the ideals of

spiritual nationalism, which gave to it with redoubled

energy an impersonal idealism in place of the idealistic

personality of its departed leader. Zionism to-day is not

the movement of the pre-Herzlians, neither is it as Herzl

left it, nor does it represent exclusively the philosophy of

Achad Ha'am. It is the Jewish National Movement a

broad river fed by many streams. If the Jewish National

Movement, in its present magnitude, has been rendered

possible through Herzl, and similarly the Jewish Renas-
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cence which has sprung from the activities of that move-

ment, recognition must be given to the fact that the idealistic

aim and object of Zionism, as declared by Herzl, has been

successfully attained. For Zionism had greater content than

a desire to found a Jewish State for Jewry it stood for the

re-establishment of a Jewish State of Jewry. A renewed

interest in Jewish Literature, a renewed inspiration of

Jewish Art, of tradition and aspiration joined by a pride

of consciousness having its source in wider and deeper

knowledge of the mandate of history these products of

the Jewish National Movement have not merely increased

the reception but called for the re-establishment of

Jewish culture the culture of Hebraism. The greatest

phenomenon of the movement has been the revived

development of Hebrew as a living language a

phenomenon to which the records of history do not readily

supply a parallel.

There remains to be mentioned the practical work in-

Palestine with which the Zionist Organisation is associated.

It has founded a Jewish Colonial Trust, an Anglo-

Palestine Company, and an Anglo- Levantine Banking

Company, the Palestine Land Development Company,
and the Jewish National Fund. All these are companies

under the English law, and are devoted as their names

suggest to the regeneration of Palestine, and its cultiva-

tion once again, so that it may become, as of old, a land

flowing with milk and honey. The funds have been

supplied mostly by the moneys of the people themselves,

and the holdings go to show that they are the savings of

idealists, and not the investments or speculations of mere

financial syndicates. Re-affortestation, town planning,

garden cities, horticulture, viticulture, and agriculture

generally, represent some of the activities developed by
Zionist energy. Building societies are helping to deal with
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the question of suitable housing accommodation, and a

hygienic institute, working in association with a health

committee of expert medical men, is grappling successfully

with the work of transforming the land into a country of

health. The British Diplomatic ana Consular Reports

upon the Trade of Palestine afford impartial testimony to

the facts stated. They might well be regarded as the Blue

Books of Zionist work in Palestine.

The Bezalel School of Arts and Crafts at Jerusalem r

under the direction of its founder, Professor Boris Schatz,

is one of the most important projects due to the support

of the Zionist Organisation. The schpol and workshops

produce works of art infused with a real Jewish spirit, and

the establishment of the foundations of a great school of

Jewish Art has at last been realised. The beautiful,

tapestries and objects of applied art have created a deep

impression upon those who have had the advantage of

seeing the actual work. The large ateliers are pro-

ducing an increasing amount of Palestinian ware to meet

the demand which the beauty of the craftsmanship and the

interest of the idea have created.

The Jewish Women's League for Cultural Work in

Palestine has established a school for the making of lace.

There is a farm school for women which is of great value

to the economic development of the country.

Education is well considered, and there are fully-

equipped schools. The last Zionist Congress dealt with

the project of a Hebrew University, the seat of which

would be at Jerusalem. It is not, of course, likely that

the project will be capable of immediate realisation on a

large scale, but it is felt that some beginning may be able

to be made by way of co-ordinating the educational,

scientific, and general cultural forces.

The most important Zionist institutions are English
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companies, and Zionism is historically associated with

England, not only through the El Arish and East African

historic projects, but also because Dr. Herzl made some of

the earliest of his Zionist efforts within the area of London

Jewry. The Jewish re-settlement in Palestine is of par-

ticular interest to England and the Empire, having regard
to the proximity of Egypt. The Jewish people in

Palestine look with affection towards the influence of their

British neighbours, and the Jewish Resettlement in

Palestine appears to be of advantage in securing an element

of population historically detached from international

sectarian rivalries. This point of view has become an

essential of the practical politics of the day, as evidenced

by the foundation of the British Palestine Committee and

jts organ "Palestine." As Herzl said, "The Englishman
were the right men to realise the Zionist idea."

Although the Zionist Movement has not yet enlisted the

support of the whole of Jewry,* it is the fact that Zionism

is the one organised positive world-movement of the Jewish

people as a whole with a definite, practical, and cultural

programme, and thus its cohesion and far-reaching

ramifications enable it to represent a positive force and

speak with an authoritative voice in the Jewish world.

* In considering; the support accorded to Zionism, until the present

World Crisis, a distinction must be drawn between those on the one hand

who either were adherents of the Zionist Organisation or upheld the

Zionist idea, and those on the other who were simply Jewish sectarians.

There is no doubt but that the vast majority of Jewry uphold the Zionist

idea. This is at present practically attested by the Jewry of the Allies.

That there are many who uphold the Zionist idea, without belonging to

the Zionist Organisation, is a phenomenon common to all popular efforts.

In English political life, the adherents of a particular school of thought

far out-number those official'y associatsd with the "party" organisations.

But the present World Crisis which has brought the Zionist idea up to

the approaches of practical realisation has similarly brought out the

sympathies of the Jewish people as a whole, and clearly shown that the

Zionist standpoint is broad-based on the will of the majority of Jewry,

leaving the opposition to a slender minority of unhistoric sectarians.
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It has included among its powerful advocates and partici-

pants some of the most eminent of Jewish ecclesiastical

dignitaries of all shades of Jewish spiritual opinion and

practice, and the leading thinkers and scholars, and men
of science in Jewry. The most distinguished of Anglo-

Jewish Zionists, Lord Rothschild, F.R.S., is a life-

member of this Society.

The opposition to the movement from within is some-

what difficult to rationalise upon abstract principle, the

aloofness when coming from observers of traditional

Judaism being often dictated by a repugnance to the anti-

clericalism which, assimilated from environing non-Jewish

agnosticism, is not altogether absent within the Zionist

fold, while the antagonism to be found among the

latitudinarians of Jewry is so entangled with the belief that

Jewish nationalism is subversive of the basis upon which

the civic emancipation of the Jews was granted that it

obscures their examination of Zionism and prevents its

survey with that degree of detachment from local incident

necessary for its calm consideration. Thus the opposition

appears either subjectively or objectively individualistic.

It is perfectly fair to reply by an equally individualistic

rejoinder. The learned Liverpool Rabbi, Rabbi S. J.

Rabinowitz, one of the foremost upholders of strict

traditionalism, is one of the most eminent of Zionists,

while the President of the English Zionist Federation,

Dr. Weizmann, is one of the leading members of the

technical staff of the British Ministry of Munitions. Thus

strict traditionalism and devoted citizenship are found

co-existent with staunch Zionism which in their living

illustration negative the arguments of opponents. The

re-settled Jewish State of the future is transfigured at one

extreme by those who picture it as a utopia of unworldly

mystics, and at the other extreme by those who caricature
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it as the resort of antinomian visionaries. It is surely more

natural to regard Jewry as ordinary normal humanity.

There are within the movement, as previously mentioned,

currents of thought which, although they feed the Zionist

stream in common, are divergent in species, if not in genus.

A justifiable Herzlian political reaction has followed what

was in its turn a justifiable practical and spiritual reaction

to Herzl. The necessity of political security of tenure has

impressed itself upon Jewry as the result of the present

World Crisis. Political Zionism has to this extent justified

itself that while practical Zionism may have pegged out

the claim to the land, some semblance of political security

has been proved to be necessary even to ensure the tenure

of private property. Thus the winning of the land may
be done on practical lines, but to be of value there must be

maintenance of that which has been built up. The practical,

the political, and the spiritual are not so many separate

parts of the Jewish National Movement they overlap

they constitute the whole. Adherents who were not

practical would not participate ;
if they were not political

they -would work sporadically, without cohesion, without

purport ;
if they were not spiritual in the philosophic sense,

they would never have given the movement a thought.

Non-Jewry seems instinctively convinced of the

rationality of the Jewish National Movement. Recent

books upon the Hapsburg Monarchy, now in a state of

progressive crumbling, seem to concentrate their criticism

of Austrian Jewry upon the allegation of the lack of a sense

of nationality. Mr. Wickham Steed in his Hapsburg

Monarchy, Dr. Seton Watson in his article Issues of the

War in The War and Democracy, and notably Signer

Gayda's aggressive Modern Austria sound the same note.

Signor Gayda contrasts the Jew with the Greek, and

contrasts him unfavourably, for the Greek "has always the
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vision of a great Greece to illuminate him. . . . The Jew
has not this passion of nationality, but perhaps he has lost

it. While all the other races in Austria defend their

language and their historic rights and rally round an

ethnical principle, which is their political flag, the Jew is

alone incapable of thinking about the recognition of a

province, or even the question of a Jewish University."

That Signer Gayda's generalisation is wide of the mark is

obvious, for Herzl, the founder of the Zionist Organisa-

tion, lived much of his life in Vienna, giving much recog-

nition to a "province" and "to the question of a Jewish

University", while through Zionist opposition to the

Teutonisation of Palestine, Hebrew has ousted German

from becoming the dominant language of Jewry in the

Ancient Homeland. Dr. Seton Watson writes :

Just as we hope and believe that one result of this war will be

the emancipation of Germany and German "culture" from the

corroding influences of militarist doctrine, so there are good

grounds for hoping that it will also give a new and healthy impetus

to Jewish national policy, grant freer play to their many splendid

qualities, and enable them to shake off the false shame which has

led men who ought to be proud of their Jewish race to assume so

many alien disguises, and to accuse of anti-Semitism those who
refuse to be deceived by mere appearances. It is high time that

the Jews should realise that few things do more to foster anti-

Semite feeling than this very tendency to sail under false colours

and conceal their true identity. The Zionist and the orthodox

Jewish nationalist have long ago won the respect and admiration

of the world. No race has ever defied assimilation so stubbornly

and so successfully, and the modern tendency of individual Jews
to repudiate what is one ot their chief glories suggests an almost

comic resolve to fight against the course of nature.

Mr. Justice Brandeis, of the Supreme Court of the

United States, a distinguished exponent of Zionism,

observes that the Zionist Movement has brought inspiration
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to the Jews in the Diaspora, and quotes Mr. Wickham
Steed's passage in The Hapsburg Monarchy in support :

. Zionism came with the force of an evangel. To be a

Jew and to be proud of it ; to glory in the power and pertinacity of

the race, its traditions, its triumphs, its sufferings, its resistance to

persecution ; to look the world frankly in the face and to enjoy the

luxury of moral and intellectual honesty; to feel pride in belonging
to the people that gave Christendom its divinities, that taught half

the world monotheism, whose ideas have permeated civilisation as

never the ideas of a race before it, whose genius fashioned the

whole mechanism of modern commerce, and whose artists, actors,

singers, and writers have filled a larger place in the cultured

universe than those of any other people. This, or something like

this, was the train of thought fired in youthful Jewish minds by the

Zionist spark. Its effect upon the Jewish students of Austrian

universities was immediate and striking. Until then they had

been despised and often ill-treated. They had wormed their way
into appointments and into the free professions by dint of pliancy

mock humility, mental acuteness, and clandestine protection. If

struck or spat upon by
"
Aryan

"
students, they rarely ventured to

return the blow or the insult. But Zionism gave them courage.

They formed associations, and learned athletic drill and fencing.

Insult was requited with insult, and presently the best fencers of

the fighting German corps found that Zionist students could gash

cheeks quite as effectually as any Teuton, and that the Jews were

in a fair way to become the best swordsmen of the university.

To-day the purple cap of the Zionist is as respected as that of any
academical association.

This moral influence of Zionism is not confined to university

students. It is quite as noticeable among the mass of the younger

Jews outside, who also find in it a reason to raise their heads, and,

taking their stand upon the past, to gaze straightforwardly into the

future.

The growing recognition of Jewish Nationhood from

friendly and appreciative observers is not merely a sign of

pro-Semitism, but of the solidity of the foundations upon
which the new re-nationalisation of the world is being built.

"No serious politician doubts", observes an eminent
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Jewish writer, Mr. Elkan N. Acller, "that our people have

a political future. And no serious thinker can see any-

thing illogical in our continuing a belief in our restoration to

autonomy with passionate loyalty to the land of our birth."*

Both Biblical and Rabbinical authority incorporate within

the Jewish Law obedience to the law of the state

and the duties of citizenship. Jeremiah, the great Hebrew

prophet, exhorts his brethren in Babylonia, "Seek the

peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried

away captive, and pray unto the Lord for it, for in the

peace thereof shall ye have peace" (Jer. xxix, 7), while the

Rabbinic Sage, Mar Samuel, who flourished in Nehardea,

Babylonia, between the years 165 and 257 of the present

era, formulated the spiritual and juristic principle that it

is a Jewish duty for Jewry to obey the laws of the country

(Talmud Bab. Baba Kama, 113). That not only in letter but

in spirit has this been realised among Zionists, is illustrated

by the fact that the claims of citizenship appealed to

Herzl's only son to this extent that he is now, as a

British subject, a voluntary enlisted soldier in the British

Army. That the ideals of civilisation, of a broad

humanism were paramount to any sectional self-interest is

shown by Herzl's refusal to refrain from denouncing

Armenian persecutions in return for a Turkish charter of

Palestine for Jewry.

To show that Herzl had the idealistic aspect of Palestine

ever in sight, it is only necessary to read the work in which

the great leader unfolded his aims, and the methods by

which they were to be brought about. In the Jewish State,

which has as its sub-title, "An Attempt at a Modern

Solution of the Jewish Question", he repeatedly referred

to the imaginative powers of Palestine, and the idealising

potency of a Jewish re-settlement. "'Next year in

* Introduction to Aspects of the Hebrew Genius ; ed. by Leon Simon.

C
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Jerusalem' is their old phrase", Herzl wrote (p. 12). "Now
comes the opportunity to prove that the dream may be

converted into a living reality". . . . "We shall not dwell

in mud huts : we shall build newer and more beautiful

houses, and possess them in safety. . . . We shall not

sacrifice our beloved customs: we shall find them again."

"We shall build in a bolder and more stately style than was

ever adopted before, for we now possess means which were

never yet possessed." "Palestine is our ever-memorable

historic home. The very name of Palestine would attract

our people with a force of marvellous potence." (p. 29).

"Over there the houses . . . will be newer, more beautiful

and more comfortably fitted" (p. 33). "The workmen's

dwellings .... will resemble neither those melancholy
workmen's barracks of European towns, nor those miser-

able rows of cabins which surround factories .... The

detached houses in little gardens will be united into

attractive groups in each locality. The natural conforma-

tion of the land will rouse the ingenuity of our young

architects, whose ideas have not yet been cramped by
routine ; and even if the people do not grasp the whole

import of the plan, they will at any rate feel at ease in

their loose clusters. The Temple will be visible from long

distances, for our faith it was that united us in old days.

There will be light, attractive, healthy schools . . . con-

ducted on the most approved modern systems. There

will be continuation schools for workmen, which will

educate them up to greater technical knowledge . . . ."

(p. 36). "About a hundred different types of houses will

be executed, and of course repeated. These beautiful

types will form part of our propaganda" (p. 44). "We
shall proceed in everything else in the same humane spirit,

making of the new land a land of experiments and a model

state" (p. 96).
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Referring to the ideal as a whole, and its influence

upon Jewry, Herzl wrote: "They will awaken from

gloomy brooding, for into their lives will come a new

significance" (p. 101). "A wondrous generation of Jews
will spring into existence. The Maccabeans will rise

again" (p. 102). Herzl realised with perfect insight that the

solution of a Palestinian re-settlement did not lie alone in

the establishment of a purely agricultural population. He
wrote in the Jewish State (p. 19) : "Whoever were to attempt

a conversion of the Jew into a husbandman would be

making an extraordinary mistake." This wide statement,

in the light of prior and subsequent experience, no doubt

requires re-interpretation to this extent, that to expect the

majority of Jewish people to become agrarianised is

neither necessary nor possible. "It is absurd and indeed

impossible to make modern peasants on the old pattern",

said Herzl (p. 20). "The Jews are perfectly justified in

refusing to stir, when people try to agrarianise them." It

is a fact, however, that Jewish people can be successful

agriculturists ; but it is noteworthy that the most successful

of the transatlantic Jewish colonies are those which com-

bine industrial and agricultural efforts. This instance of

the more developed sense of humanity to which mankind

generally is attaining, and beneath which the Jewish

people decline to exist, is one which makes for the success

of Palestine re-settlement. The cultivation of garden
cities of handicrafts provides healthy, natural, and humane

lives and livings centres from which can radiate the

inspiration of a new and yet old civilisation.

The living illustration of the persistence of Jewish
Nationhood throughout the centuries testifies to the his-

toric sacredness of national preservation, and among the

thoughtful has been no inconsiderable contributory to the

maintenance of that spirit which has made the cause of



36 ZIONISM THE JEWISH NATIONAL MOVEMENT.

the small nations of the world the means of the assertion

that right is might, and not might all in all. Zionism,

while the expression of a national idea, is altruistic in its

ultimate workings, for behind all Herzl's efforts there lay

the hope of the foundation of a better order of life and

living in the chance that the opportunity would confer of

the endeavour to realise the prophetic ideals of social

justice.

Israel may do something more in Palestine than trans-

form our Jewish mankind into a nationality it may do

something to transform nationality among mankind that

humanity may not be merely aggregates of the nations,

but that nations may be aggregates of Humanity.
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From The Jewish Chronicle, November 9, 1917.

THE JEWS AND PALESTINE.

DECLARATION BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT.

SUPPORT FOR ZIONIST ASPIRATIONS.
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vour the

C3idun3iiniv.il t in j. div-ocniv, v,i ^ ,nx..,v,~~* , o for the

Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to

facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly
understood that nothing shall be done which may
prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-

Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and

political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country."

I should be grateful if you would bring this declaration to

the knowledge of the Zionist Federation.

Yours sincerely,
ARTHUR JAMES BALFOUR.



36 ZIONISM THE JEWISH NATIONAL MOVEMENT.

the small nations of the world the means of the assertion

that right is might, and not might all in all. Zionism,

while the expression of a national idea, is altruistic in its

ultimate workings, for behind all Herzl's efforts there lay

the hope of the foundation of a better order of life and

living in the chance that the opportunity would confer of

the endeavour to realise the prophetic ideals of social

justice.

Israel may do something more in Palestine than trans-

form our Jewish mankind into a nationality it may do

something to transform nationality among mankind that

humanity may not be merely aggregates of the nations,

but that nations may be aggregates of Humanity.



37

APPENDIX I.

From The Jewish Chronicle, November 9, 1917.

THE JEWS AND PALESTINE.

DECLARATION BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT.

SUPPORT FOR ZIONIST ASPIRATIONS.

"A NATIONAL HOME FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE."

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has transmitted

to Lord Rothschild the following letter :

FOREIGN OFFICE,
November 2nd, 1917.

DEAR LORD ROTHSCHILD, I have much pleasure in con-

veying to you, on behalf of His Majesty's Government, the

following declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist

aspirations which has been submitted to, and approved by,
the Cabinet :

"His Majesty's Government view with favour the

establishment in Palestine of a national home for the

Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to

facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly
understood that nothing shall be done which may
prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-

Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and

political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country."
I should be grateful if you would bring this declaration to

the knowledge of the Zionist Federation.

Yours sincerely,
ARTHUR JAMES BALFOUR.
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From the Jewish Chronicle, March 8, 1918.

THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT AND THE
BRITISH DECLARATION.

SPECIFIC ASSURANCES FROM M. PICHON.

M. Sokolow has received the following letter, enclosing
1

the declaration appended, from M. Pichon, Minister of

Foreign Affairs to the French Republic.

Ministere des REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE,
AFFAIRES ETRANGERES, PARIS, le 14 fevrier, 1918.

Direction des
Affaires Politiques,
et commerciales.

MONSIEUR,
Comme il avait ete^ convenu au cours de notre entretien

le samedi 9 de ce mois, le Gouvernement de la Republique,
en vue de preciser son attitude vis-a-vis des aspirations
sioniste tendant a creer pour les Juifs en Palestine un foyer

national, a public un communique dans la Presse.

En vous communiquant ce texte, je saisis avec empres-
sement Toccasion de vous feliciter du genereux devouement
avec lequel vous poursuivez la realisation des voeux de vos

coreligionnaires, et de vous remercier du zele que vous

apportez a leur faire connaitre les sentiments de sympathie
que leurs efforts eveillent dans les pays de 1' Entente et

notamment en France.

Veuillez agreer, Monsieur, les assurances de ma con-

sideration tres distinguee.

(Signe) S. PICHON.
M. SOKOLOW,

Hotel Meurice, Paris.

[ENCLOSURE.]

PARIS, le 9 /^zm'er, 1918.

Monsieur SOKOLOW, Representant des organisations

sionistes, a 6te reu, ce matin, au Ministere des Affaires

Etrangeres, par Monsieur Stephen PICHON qui a ete heureux
de lui confirmer que 1'entente est complete entre les Gouverne-
ments francais et britannique en ce qui concerne la question
d'un etablissement Juif en Palestine.
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TRANSLATION.

REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE,
Ministry for.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS. PARIS, i^th February, 1918.

SIR,

As agreed in the course of our conversation on Saturday,
February gth, the Government of the Republic, with the

object of defining- its attitude towards the Zionist aspirations,
which aim at creating a National Home for the Jewish people
in Palestine, has published a communique in the press.

In communicating to you the text thereof, I gladly avail

myself of the opportunity of congratulating you on the

generous devotion with which you pursue the realisation of

the aims of your coreligionists, and of thanking you for the

zeal you show in making known to them the feelings of sym-
pathy which their aims arouse in the Allied countries and

especially in France.

Kindly accept the assurance of my very distinguished
consideration.

(Signed) M. S. PICHOX.

[ENCLOSURE.]

PARIS, 9^/1 February, 1918.

Monsieur Sokolow, representative of the Zionist Organisa-
tion, was received this morning at the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs, by M. Stephen Pichon, who was pleased to confirm

to him that there was complete agreement between the French
and British Governments concerning the question of a Jewish
Home in Palestine.
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From The Jewish Chronicle, May 17, 1918.

ITALY AND JEWISH NATIONALISM.

ACCORD WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT DECLARATION.

The Marquis Imperial!, the Italian Ambassador in London,
has addressed the following letter to M. N. Sokolow :

Londra li 9 Maggio 1918.
PREGIATISSIMO SIGNORE,

D'ordine di Sua Eccellenza il Barone Sonnino, Ministro

per gli Affari Estrei del Re, ho 1'onore d'informarla che, in

relazione alle domande che gli sono state rivolte, il Governo
di Sua Maesta e lieto di confermare le precedent! dichiarazioni

gia fatte a mezzo dei suoi rappresentanti a Washington,
1'Aja, e Salonicco, da essere cioe disposto ad adoperarsi con

piacere per facilitare lo stabilirsi in Palestina di un centro

nazionale ebraico, nell'intesa pero che non ne venga nessum

pregiudizio allo stato giuridico e politico' che gl'Israeliti gia

godono in ogni a^tro paese.
Gradisca, Pregiatissimo Signore, gli atti della mia

Distintissima considerazione.

IMPERIALI.
Signer Nahum Sokolow,

35-38 Empire House,
175, Piccadilly, W. i.

[TRANSLATION.]

M. Nahum Sokolow, Italian Embassy, London,
35-38, Empire House, gth May, 1918.

175, Piccadilly, W. i.

DEAR SIR, On the instruction of His Excellency Baron
Sonnino, His Majesty's Minister of Foreign Affairs, I have
the honour to inform you that with reference to your
representations His Majesty's Government is pleased to
confirm the Declarations already made through their repre-
sentatives in Washington, The Hague, and Salonika, to the
effect that they will use their best endeavours to facilitate

the establishment in Palestine of a Jewish National Centre
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\un centra nazionale ebraico] it being" understood that this

shall not prejudice the legal or political status enjoyed by
Jews in any other country.

Pray accept, my dear Sir, the assurance of my distin-

guished consideration.

IMPERIALI.

APPENDIX II.

>om Palestine, the Organ of the British Palestine

Committee, February 9, 1918.

The British Palestine Committee seeks to reset the Ancient Glories

of the Jewish Nation in the freedom of a New British

Dominion in Palestine.

THE JEWISH COMMISSION TO PALESTINE.

At the annual conference of the English Zionist Federa-

tion, Dr. Weizmann, the president, announced that the

British Government has approved the sending to Palestine

immediately of a Zionist Commission representing the

Zionists of the Allied countries. The Commission is to be
an advisory body in relation to the military authorities on all

matters relating to the reconstruction of the Jewish settle-

ment in Palestine and Je\v
:sh matters generally, and on all

questions bearing on the reconstitution of Palestine as the

national home of the Jewish people. Among the new matters
into which they will enquire, and on which they will report,
is the establishment of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
a project dear to the heart of every Jew, and a solemn pledge
to the world of the true character of Jewish nationalism.

The terms of reference of the Commission seem wisely

drawn, and the Commission has at once one of the most

fascinating and the most responsible tasks with which a

body of Jews could be entrusted. We wish it all success in

its noble undertaking.
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From the Jewish Chronicle, March 8, 1918.

THE PALESTINE COMMISSION.

DR. WEIZMANN RECEIVED BY THE KING.

The Commission which the Government is arranging to-

be sent out to Palestine started this week. It is proceeding
to Palestine in order to co-ordinate Jewish interests there and
formulate some plan for carrying out the intentions of the
Government as to founding there a Jewish National Home,,
and consists of Dr. Weizmann, the Chairman

;
Mr. Joseph

Cowen, Mr. Israel Sieff (who is to act as Secretary), Mr. Leon.

Simon, Dr. M. D. Eder, representing the Jewish Territorial

Organisation, while Capt. the Hon. Ormsby Gore, M.P., will

accompany the Commission in behalf of the Government.
On Monday, Dr. Chaim Weizmann, as Chairman of the

Commission, had the honour of being received in audience
at Buckingham Palace by H.M. the King.

The objects of the Commission are stated as follows :

The Commission should represent the Zionist Organisa-
tion. It should act as an advisory body to the British

authorities in Palestine in all matters relating to Jews or

which may affect the establishment in Palestine of a national

home for the Jewish people, in accordance with the Declara-

tion of His Majesty's Government. The objects of the

Commission should be

(r) To form a link between the British authorities and the

Jewish population of Palestine
;

(2) To co-ordinate the relief work in Palestine and to

assist in the repatriation of exiled and evacuated persons and

refugees ;

(3) To assist in restoring and developing the colonies,,

and in organising the Jewish population in general ;

(4) To assist the Jewish organisation and institutions in

Palestine in the resumption of their activities ;

(5) To help in establishing friendly relations with the

Arabs and other non-Jewish communities ;

(6) To collect information and report upon the possibilities

of the future development of the Jewish settlement and of the

country in general ;

(7) To inquire into the feasibility of the scheme of estab-

lishing a Jewish university.
In order to be able to achieve the foregoing objects the

Commission must have permission,, subject to military neces-

sities, to travel, investigate, and make reports upon the

above-mentioned matters.
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From Palestine, March 16, 1918.

THE PALESTINE COMMISSION.

The English members of the Zionist Commission started

on their memorable enterprise last week. On the day of

departure Dr. Weizmann, the Chairman of the Commission,
had the honour of being received by the King, who, for thirty-
five minutes, discussed with him the various aspects of the

Jewish national cause. His Majesty revealed an intimate

acquaintance with, and a deep interest in, Jewish nationalism

and the Commission's task. This will not surprise the

initiated, for during the crisis of the Government's delibera-

tions on the issue of the historic Declaration the King made
a personal study of the matter. The audience given to Dr.

Weizmann as Chairman of the Commission is a symbol and
a seal of the high moral and political importance which the

British Government attaches to the restoration of the Jewish
national home in Palestine.

APPENDIX III.

(A.)

From Palestine, February 9, 1918.

THE JEWISH UNIVERSITY IN JERUSALEM.

No more significant statement was made at the historic

Conference of the English Zionist Federation, held at the

beginning of this week, than that in which Dr. Weizmann
made public the purchase of a site for the future Jewish
University of Jerusalem. The history of the Jewish Univer-

sity Movement, when it comes to be recorded, will read like

a romance and' not least in keeping with the poetic justice
of the narrative is the fact that it has fallen to Dr. Weizmann,
a veritable protagonist in the cause for the establishment of
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a World-Jewish Academic Centime in Palestine, to proclaim
the glad tidings of the acquisition of its home. It was an
article by Mr. Benas on the subject of the University ("A
Jewish University in Jerusalem"), contributed to the Jewish
Review, in July, 1913, that first called the attention of the

late Sir John Gray Hill to the matter, with the result that

Sir John, upon what proved to be his last visit to his

Jerusalem residence on the Mount of Olives, came into touch

with leaders of the Jewish National Movement in Palestine,

and the basis of the negotiations was then laid which

ultimately led to a successful conclusion. The very day
after the deliverance of Jerusalem, the necessarily interrupted
thread of negotiations was resumed.* Not tarrying for the

peace, but within sound of the guns, Jewry asks His

Majesty's Government (like Jochanan Ben Zaccai of old, who
craved leave of Imperial Rome to build a school at Jabneh-

Jamnia) to permit "full investigation into the feasibility of

the scheme for founding a Jewish University in Palestine,

and, should military and political exigencies permit, to take

steps for the initiation of the undertaking." The British

reply of God-speed is at once a tribute to the petitioned and

to the petitioner. Is it not typical of the Jewish spirit to

seek as the first foundation in its old-new land a home for

things of the mind ? Such a petition was to be expected from

Jewry, with its age-long strongholds in its colleges. Such a

reply was to be expected from Britain, which symbolised its

work in the Sudan by a college in Khartoum. The following
words of the late Sir John Gray Hill, contained in an address

entitled "Zionism, Jerusalem and the Holy Land," illustrate

the manner in which the idea is envisaged by one not of the

Jewish people
" Do let it be a beautiful building.

There is a great want of beautiful buildings in Jerusalem.
In the building of your University you might

even rival the beauty of the Mosque of Omar. You have

a great opportunity in this matter. Cannot you attract

the attention of some very wealthy Jews to this great

project? Whatever objections they have to Zionist

projects generally, cannot possibly apply to this. What
a noble monument it would be to a millionaire or a group
of millionaires tho<se mighty kings of finance who are

so powerful in Europe to erect and endow a splendid

University for the Hebrew race. If they were appealed

to, they would, I think, listen. Surely they would not

take for their motto the injunction addressed by the

* See the article in the Zionist Review, reprinted on p. 42.
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followers of Solomon to the Bride from Tyre: 'Forget
also thine own people and thy father's house.' No, that
cannot be

;
I think if the matter is prpperly represented

to them a response will come. I believe also that a true
and wise view of Zionism is growing- in force. The cause
is moving at last."

The opportunity, however, now presents itself to consider
in more detail the purposes which the University is intended
to serve. First, and we shall consider them chronologically
as existent circumstances determine, there is the restoration
of the country to its normal life. We have witnessed during
the present world crisis the enormous part which the
Universities have played in applying the arts and the sciences
to the demands of war. At the Peace, and on its threshold,
we shall be certain to behold the far-reaching claims which
reconstruction will make, claims more intensive, more exten-
sive. Palestine needs doctors, engineers, architects,

biologists, chemists, botanists, geologists. Secondly, the
work to be achieved by the University for the inhabitants of

the Jewish national home has to be considered. Its part will

be all-important. It will be both the reflective and directive

force in the Jewish national life- bridging the various

elements and co-ordinating the various kindred institutions.

Thirdly, we may consider the effect of the University on Jewry
in Diaspora. By the linking of the Resettlement and the

Diaspora, the University with its University Press and

University extension system "radiating its light and

attracting its force from a Jewish environment," can
revitalise Jewry the world over raising a norm for Jewish
education, creating a standard of the Hebrew language, and

giving a sense of reality to the striving for the maintenance
of Hebraism as a distinctive element. University extension

centres will be established throughout the Jewries of the

world, making of them living branches of the great Tree of

Knowledge in Palestine, a Tree which will be both a Tree

of Knowledge and a Tree of Life. Fourthly, there is to be
considered the effect of the University upon the other nations

of the world whether indwellers in the Jewish national home
or abroad. To them Jewry, which signalised the restoration

to its inheritance by the establishment of a Temple of

Learning, will re-appear in its natural light. No longer wjll

Jewry be regarded as in the position of a negative attitude to

the world. In the Occident Jewry is too often envisaged as

consisting of those not of Christendom in the Near East as

of those not of Islam. Jewish nationalism envisages Jewry
as something positive and the Jewish University will be the
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expression of that spirit of Jewish nationhood centred in the

Jewish national home. It will be the centre of Jewish
humanism, which unites Jewry in fellowship with the free

peoples of the world, in fellowship to enrich the civilisation

of mankind.

(B.)

From the Zionist Review, March, 1918.
The Organ of the English Zionist Federation.

THE JEWISH UNIVERSITY IN JERUSALEM.

THE day after the deliverance of Jerusalem was proclaimed
the present writer, in the capacity of counsel, had the privilege
of drafting the agreement for the sale of the land upon the
Mount of Olives, where the Jewish University is to be built.

The idealism and the practicality of the Jewish National
leaders were never more convincingly illustrated than in their

decision that the day of the liberation of Judea's ancient

capital was the day upon which the first of the foundations of

the restored Jew :sh National Home should be laid, and that

the first foundation should be the Temple of Learning. The
land purchased was at one time the property of the late Sir

John Gray Hill, of Liverpool, a former President of the Law
Society, one of the most eminent English maritime lawyers,
and a nephew of Sir Rowland Hill. At the opening of the

Palestine Exhibition held in Liverpool in 1912, Sir John
delivered an address, from which the following words may
be quoted :

"More than twenty years ago we bought a bit of land

on the Mount of Olives, on the highest point in the hills

which stand about Jerusalem, and there we built a house,
and we have passed part of our time, and recently (as
we are getting too old for adventures) all our holidays

there, and we only returned from our beloved home to

this dripping June of England last Saturday, so that I

think we know something of Jerusalem and its people
also. From our house we have, I think, the most

glorious view in the world. On the one side we look

down upon the Holy City and the great area where the

Temple once stood, and the beautiful Mosque of Omar,
built, no doubt, out of the remains of the Temple, now
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stands. We also see the Church of the Sepulchre.
On the other side we see spread before us the Wilderness
of Judea, which descends to the Jordan Valley and the
Dead Sea, 4,000 feet below us (for we are 2,700 feet

above the Mediterranean, and the Dead Sea, which

generally shows like one entire sapphire in the brilliant

sunshine, is 1,300 feet below it), and the Mountains of

Moab, with their great gorges and purple shadows.
And to the north we see many of the Old Testament

villages, Ramah, Mizpah, Michmash and others. Thus
we look upon ground which attracts the greatest of

human interest and the widest of human sympathies.
If then we are enthusiastic about the Holy Land you will

understand why .... Our place is called Ras Abou
Kharoub, which means the head or eminence of the
Father of Kharoub trees."

Thus it can be seen that the site of the University is one
of the most historic and most beautiful of sites in the whole
world. To the goodwill for the idea manifested by Lady
Gray Hill, who has continued the late Sir John's cordial

support of all Zionist work, and by their nephew, Sir Norman
Hill, the possibility of completing the acquisition of the site,

in the face of extraordinary difficulties created by the world

cataclysm, is in a very considerable measure due, and they
may be assured of the heartiest gratitude of those who have
held the ideal of the University as of the foremost import for

the future of Jewry.
How Sir John became acquainted with the University

project and how ultimately his enthusiasm resulted in the

negotiations now successfully completed has been narrated

in a recent number of Palestine,* which justly observed that

"The history of the Jewish University Movement when it

comes to be recorded will read like a romance and not least

in keeping with the poetic justice of the narrative is the fact

that it has fallen to Dr. Weizmann, a veritable protagonist
in the cause for the establishment of a World-Jewish
Academic Centre in Palestine, to proclaim the glad tidings
of the acquisition of its home." The Jewish University
Movement as the symbol of the Mind of Jewish Nationhood,
like the symbols of the Matter of the Movement the land

projects, the building funds, and the trade developments
and like the symbols of the Spirit of the movement the

Bezalel School of Arts and Crafts and the Academies of

Music is as much without parallel in the History of Peoples

*
Reprinted on p. 39.
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as is Jewry itself. For all these have had to be re-created
re-centred. The Heart alone of Jewish Nationhood has been

preserved throughout the Galuth,* as Herzl said, "for we feel

our historic affinity alone through the faith of our Fathers"

("A Jewish State," p. 64).
The theoretic aspects of the University question have

been fully considered in various spheres of Jewish thought
with a most encouraging unanimity of approval, f even while

regarded from varying subjective standpoints, and now on
the threshold of its realisation the practical bearings of the
new University upon Jewry and upon the new Judea call for

review. If Palestine is to be once again the centre for the
revival of Jewish Nationhood, Jewish Nationhood must once

again give of itself for the revival of Palestine, and in the
first place necessity demands that the Jewish University
shall look to the needs of the land, in order that it may the

better in the future look to the needs of the people.
"The practical value of the University for Palestine will

be at once apparent to all in its potentialities for providing
the land with the men of science necessary to develop its

resources .... for the equipment of its medical service and
its legal system.''^ "It is not necessary to urge the essential

necessity of trained skill in the maintenance of the fabric of

civilization. If it is needed in developed states, it is

unnecessary to point out a fortiori its instant urgency for

the progress of a comparatively undeveloped country. Thus
those who are willing to co-operate in the regeneration of

Palestine should not need to be convinced that a modern

University has a paramount claim on their support. The

place won by the University as an integral element in the

fabric of life will have already convinced them of its necessity
for Palestine.

"
Next, the needs of the Jewry of Palestine.

The difference between a Jewish Palestine and a Palestine

merely inhabited by Jews is the difference between a National

Home for the Jewish people and a Galuth life transplanted
to the ancestral soil. It will be the work of the University
to impress the whole of the Jewish efforts and endeavours in

the National Home with the stamp of the Jewish conscious-

ness. It will, therefore, at once both direct and reflect the

*Gahith = Diaspora.

tOf available articles in English on the University, the following may be cited.

From the non-Zionist standpoint Dr. Israel Abrahams' " A University for Jerusalem,"
in Zionist Work in Palestine, Ed. Israel Cohen. From the Zionist standpoint
H. Sacher's pamphlet, A Hebrew University for Jerusalem; Dr. Selig Brodetsky's

article,
" A Hebrew University in Jerusalem," in Zionism, Problems and Views, and

" A Jewich University in Jerusalem
"
(Jewish Review July, 1913), and "The Meaning of

a Hebrew University," in Zionism and the Jewish Future, both by the present writer.

t "The Meaning of a Hebrew University," supra.

A Jewish University in Jerusalem," supra.
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thought and action of the resettlement as a whole. It will

be a unifying force for all the Jewish educative agencies.
While leaving in full play the individuality of each institution,
it will co-ordinate the activities of each for the benefit of all.

It will create a level of Jewish education not by pressure from
above, but by the elevation of an ideal for attainment. But
as the Jewish National Home is to be the centre of Jewish
Nationhood, a rallying-point for the whole of Jewry, so the

Jewish University will serve a purpose for the Jewish people
as a whole. As the new Judea and the Diaspora will be
linked by the memories of tradition and the fulfilment of

aspiration, the visible token of the union will appropriately
be found in the work of the University, which with its

University Press and University Extension system will bring
into closer relationship the Jewry within and the Jewry beyond
the Jewish National Home. No school in the Diaspora will

ultimately be entitled to be regarded as fully equipped that

does not include upon its staff a representative of the Jewish
University of Jerusalem, one trained within its walls and

expressive of the undiluted Jewish national consciousness
which will have therein its source. The University Extension
centres in the Diaspora will create a Jewish higher education

for the majority, capable of restoring the old Jewish ideal,

which found its embodiment in the life of practical affairs .

combined with the pursuit of knowledge. Elementary
Jewish education will receive a new standard codified not

upon a sinking but upon a rising foundation. The Hebrew
language will become naturally regulated, and "Jerusalem
Hebrew" will be the analogue of the "King's English."
Those in the Diaspora will no longer feel themselves as the

disjecta membra of a once united people, but as a living
constituent of the corporate consciousness of recreated Jewry,
whose concrete existence is manifest in the Jewish National

Home.
"I think this new spirit which is arising," said Sir John.

Gray Hill in the Address previously quoted, "is of a most

important character. Why not begin a new life of man-
liness?" The whole of the National Renascence of to-day
looks not merely to a more conscious upholding of the Jewish

body, but to a more conscious upholding of the Jewish mind.

Jewry bows in prayer, but many an assimilated Jew remem-
bers the bowing but forgets the praying ; he forgets the age-

long prayers of his people for a renewed life in their ancient

home, while he bows to the pressure either of environing non-

Jewish assimilation or (what is more pathetic) of the material

influence of his assimilated and de-Judaised brethren. To
cure this "Slavery in Freedom," which Achad ha-Am has
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so clearly diagnosed, is one of the foremost objects of the

University. And Zionists in the Diaspora, together with

non-Zionists, will need the remedy, for assuredly Zionists

cannot deny that the complaint had made inroads into their

ranks only that Zionists recognize the effects of the

shackles, while non-Zionists euphemistically explain them

away. To the other nations of the world, whether inhabitants

of Palestine or beyond, the University will present the Jew
in the light in which alone he can be truly regarded as one

who has expressed the ideal of Faith in living Knowledge,
who has expressed the ideal of Spirituality in living

Humanism, who has expressed the ideal of Universalism in

living Nationality, and who has expressed the ideal of Hope
in "the world that is to be created anew."

BERTRAM B. BENAS.

APPENDIX IV.

From Palestine, May 4, 1918.

The Beginnings of the Renascence.

In 1885, the late Chief Rabbi travelled to Palestine, in

company with the late Mr. B. L. Benas, of Liverpool. The
records of this journey are of value, because they throw light
on the beginnings of the new Jewish National Home in

Palestine. The report by the late Mr. B. L. Benas is

particularly significant in the testimony which it affords of

the beginning of the revival of Hebrew as the language of

conversation in Palestine, and of the general condition of

the Resettlement in the 'eighties. Mr. Benas emphasised
points of importance, which the subsequent growth of the

Jewish life in Palestine has fully confirmed.
We select from the report the following :

JAFFA. Jaffa was reached on April 26th, and I at once,
in company with Dr. Adler, visited the Mikveh Israel, or

Agricultural School.

"The whole neighbourhood of Jaffa is most charming, full

of the choicest exotics, whilst palms, citrons, and oranges
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luxuriate everywhere. The vines are in splendid condition.

Everything seems to flower there in profusion, even wild

roses and poppies in the corn fields, whilst the fig takes the

place of our bushes and thickets. There are some charming
properties about Jaffa.

"As far as a model farm and beautifully-cultivated garden
is concerned, the Mikveh Israel holds its own with any
institution of its kind I would almost say in Europe, and
is a perpetual monument of the efforts of the late Mons.
Netter.

"There are 240 hectares, mostly under cultivation. They
produce excellent wine, which, I am informed, is sold at a

good profit. They have oranges, lemons, and various other

fruit trees, besides cereals. There are now thirty-five pupils
in the school, one of whom is a Moslem. They have a car-

penter's shop, where three boys are at constant work. They
have thirty cows ten giving a fully supply of milk. They
have eight calves, two horses and ten mules to assist the

.agricultural operations, and a good supply of water and a

complete system of irrigation.

"Everything in the establishment is thoroughly well kept.
We were shown through the dormitories, and found twelve

"

slept in each room, but the chambers were tolerably large.

"JERUSALEM. I arrived at Jerusalem on the night of the

27th April. The first thing that strikes the visitor is the
fact that Jerusalem is a Jewish city. The Jewish population
has so steadily increased as to tower head and shoulders above
all others

;
this can best be noticed on a Sabbath, when almost

all the streets and bazaars are silent. The native-born

Jewish population are in physique superior to their European
co-religionists; they are taller, more dignified, and are

decidedly of a handsome type. I am indebted for my
statistics to M. Nissim Behar and the banker, M. H. Valero,
both of these estimable gentlemen being natives of

Jerusalem. The total population of Jerusalem is about

35,000. There are conflicting accounts as to the Jewish
population; some put it at 20,000, others at 18,000.

"There are two Jerusalems, the one within the walls of

the city, the other outside the Jaffa Gate, which has sprung
into existence during the last five or six years, and inhabited,

almost exclusively by Jews. I am under-valuing rather than

exaggerating when I state that the villas and residences out-

side the city are quite equal in neatness and in their inviting
aspect to some of the best parts of the Cheshire side of the

Mersey, which they much resemble.

"The Asiatic Jews are wealthy, and have mostly emigrated
from the neighbourhood of Batoum, Poti and Tiflis. Their
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residences might almost be described as attaining a degree
of positive comfort. They are a large community, and are

quite independent in their means
; they have their own Rabbi,

and give considerable assistance, when required, to their more
indigent co-religionists. Credit must also be given to the

Montefiore Testimonial Fund Buildings, which, if small, are

decidedly clean and well kept.
"There are also the buildings of the Meah Shearim, a

kind of building society, who have erected a large square
block of tenements, which compare favourably with artizans*

dwellings in Lancashire.

"The Judah Touro houses outside the city walls are fairly
well kept, but, of course, the more modern houses have the

advantage of superior construction. The defects in earier

constructions here have been carefully avoided.

"The Yemen Jews are very poor. They present a most

peculiar ethnological type. They have a very dark com-

plexion, almost of a deeper shade than that of the Arabs
;

they have beautifully chiselled features, lustrous eyes, are

most simple in their piety and devotion to the Holy City.

They still retain their manuscript prayer books, which Dr.
Adler states are most interesting. Thanks to the exertions .

of Mr. Marcus Adler, who raised a fund in England, they are

building cottages on the hill-side upon which they work them-

selves, and owing to their thrifty habits and aptitude for

labour, it is to be hoped that their worst difficulties are passed,
and that they will attain some degree of independence. There
are two sets of tenements being built for them, the one bj
the London Committee and the other by the help of the society
called 'Ezrath Nedachim.' I may add the Yemen Jews, both
male and female, dress exactly like the native Arabs, from
whom they are hardly distinguishable.

"When I write upon the Jewish tenements in the interior

of the city my report, of course, must be less favourable. I

took the means of going alone with M. Valero, when un-

expected, into some of the back streets and slums of

Jerusalem ;
I dropped into various houses here and there, and

saw matters from a practical point of view. It is most
unfair for anyone coming from Princes Park, Liverpool, or

Kensington, London, or the Champs Elysees, in Paris,

instituting a comparison between those neighbourhoods and
the lanes of Jerusalem. But I maintain that the old streets

in Marseilles and Florence, the Ghetto in Rome, the labyrinths
in Naples, and the slums of Venice, are infinitely worse than

the worst slums of Jerusalem. Nay, more, I maintain that

the old Judengasse in Frankfort, the Judengasse in Worms,
and some of the by-lanes in Vienna, are decidedly no better
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than those of Jerusalem. They are more ancient and grimy
than dirty ;

the absence of timber, and the constant employ-
ment of stone for building purposes in Old Jerusalem, gives
a rough and jagged appearance to the walls, but there is

nothing except the absence of drainage (and that is the same
in every Continental city, whether it be in France, Italy, or

Austria) that calls for special condemnation.
"The future prospects of Jerusalem rest entirely with the

rising youth, and I shall speak later on the enormous value

and high hopes I entertain of the Lionel de Rothschild School,
conducted by the admirable and excellent director, M. Nissim

Behar, of whose devotion, ability, and conscientiousness

nothing too much can be said.

"The Lionel de Rothschild School, or 'Institution

Israelite pour Instruction et Travail,' contains 140 pupils, all

boys. The Institution is singularly fortunate in possessing
M. Behar as its chief. To be able to effect good work in

Jerusalem it is almost imperative to be a native of the city.

A teacher from England, France, or Germany who has

longings for Europe or his native land, however abU he may
be, or however zealous, is incapable of infusing enthusiasm
in his pupils, and when one is found like M. Nissim Behar,
who is a man of great culture, and combines Parisian refine-

ment with an adent love and patriotism for the city in which
he was born, and feels that he has a mission to perform, and
is perfectly oblivious to pecuniary advantages, it is to have

already gained half of the victory.
"The pupils seem to love their chief with fervent affection.

There are a few Moslem pupils on the establishment, and it

is worthy of notice that they are equally ardent in their

attachment to M. Behar. Even the most reactionary out-

siders have nothing against the work or personal character

of this successful school manager. Everything is neat,

clean, and methodical.
*'I shall devote my report principally to the course of

technical education, with which I believe the future prosperity
of the Jews of Jerusalem is bound up. No doubt the chaluka

system in its more favourable aspect, namely, the maintenance
of the aged and infirm, and of those who devote themselves
to literary pursuits for bona fide purposes, will survive, but
its worst features will in due course be eliminated.

"The Technical School contains a Forge, a Carpenter's
Shop, a Cabinet-maker's Bench, a Tailor's Department, a
Shoe-maker's Shop, a Turner's Lathe, a School of Art for

modelling, drawing and sculpture, and a Gymnasium for

physical development.
"Of these Schools, the Forge, the Carpenter's Shop, and
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the School of Art have produced capital results. We saw
Jewish lads, who have only been a few weeks at the classes,

making some excellent sketches, and in order to test their

genuineness gave them several impromptu subjects to-

execute in our presence, which they did admirably.
"The Forge is another successful institution.

"The teaching in the School, the Delegate Chief Rabbi
informs me, is entirely to his satisfaction.

"Although the French language is the medium of tuition

and the general language adopted, Hebrew is used side by
side, not only as a language of prayer, but also a means of

conversation. French, as a medium of inter-communication

among Europeans and officials, is very much required in the

East.

"The Girls' School Evelina de Rothschild Institute

contains 184 girls.

"HEBRON. The pleasure and hopefulness I experienced
in Jerusalem present a marked contrast to the disappointment
I felt at the abject position of the Jews in the City of

Abraham. It takes about ten hours' hard riding to get
there from Jerusalem. Hardly any roads, merely tracks,
and these are wretched full of huge stones, and exceedingly

dangerous, especially at nightfall, even for roughshod horses.

There are about a thousand Jews in Hebron, dreadfully poor.
"I met several Jews on the road who were trading with

the neighbouring villages in butter and cheese
;
of course,

their profits would be exceedingly small. The soil around
Hebron is most fertile, and the natural resources of the

immediate neighbourhood decidedly good. A few Jews are
in comparatively affluent circumstances, but they are, how-
ever, utterly unable, single-handed, to' organise anything to

effect a permanent good.
"I venture to think that it is not eleemosynary aid that

will do any real good for them. Food of all kinds, and wine
of a good quality is abundant and very cheap. I believe the

Jews would work hard if taught what to do. Technical and

general education would very soon transform an abject con-

gregation into a happy and prosperous community."
The report enables an estimate to be made to-day of the

progress gained since then.

One of the most interesting experiences of the tour was
the interview Dr. Adler and Mr. Benas had with the Governor,,
Reouf Pasha. The substance of the interview was fully

reported in the Jewish Chronicle (May i5th, 1885).
One point in the interview is of particular historical value*

and is here set forth :

"Mr. Benas asked the Governor's opinion with regard to
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the establishment of a tramway from Jaffa to Jerusalem. Such

a rapid means of communication would confer many benefits

on the country as well as on the Government. His Excellency

agreed that a tramway must be of the utmost utility, but on

this matter it will be necessary to address the Porte."

The travellers were met in Palestine by all the leading-

protagonists of the Resettlement, and upon their journey to

the Holy Land visited Baron Edmond de Rothschild, who
requested that they should prepare reports upon the progress
of the work in which he had so long manifested a supreme
interest.

A letter which Mr. Benas wrote to an eminent Jewish
scholar clearly sets forth both the impressions and the

aspirations evoked by Palestine and its Jewish Resettlement :

"I have great hopes," Mr. Benas wrote, "for the future

of Palestine. The Colonies will in time become nurseries of

men of simple habits and sterling qualities. Great events

cannot be accomplished except by patiently awaiting- results,

even under temporary discouragement and disappointment.
We must never forget that the United States of America was
founded by 300 English refugees. I am not quite sanguine
of immediate results .... but I venture to think the
second generation will fulfil our most sanguine expectations.
The new Jerusalem outside the Jaffa gate is a veritable

renaissance, and really as charming as an English suburb.
I am not one of those enthusiasts who believe the six or eight
millions of Jews will return to Palestine, but I do believe and
hope that some day Jerusalem will return to the Jews. It

is a hope, it may be a dream, but I will cherish it."

Accounts of the tour, it is interesting to note, appeared
in almost every European language, while very full reports
were to be found in the Hebrew Press of the day. The full

record of Jewish travel to Palestine will show the perennial
nature of the Jewish hope. It awaits an historian.
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From the Jewish Chronicle, July 19, 1918.

Welcome Meeting at London Opera House,

There was a memorable gathering at the London Opera
House on Sunday afternoon (July i3th), when the American
Zionist Medical Unit, on its way to Palestine, was welcomed
at a great public meeting held under the auspices of the

English Zionist Federation. Packed from floor to balconies,

the building presented an animated spectacle, and the pro-

ceedings were marked throughout by the utmost enthusiasm.

A storm of cheering broke out as the nursing sisters of the

Unit filed on to the florally-adorned stage in their dainty
snow-white uniforms, and were followed by the doctors in

khaki. Members of the American Judeans, who obtained

leave to be present, were accommodated with seats in the

stalls, where their fine soldierly bearing formed the subject
of general admiration.

LORD ROTHSCHILD presided, and was supported by the

Right Hon. G. N. Barnes, M.P. (member of the War
Cabinet), the Right Hon. Sir Alfred Mond, Bart., M.P. (First
Commissioner of Works), Commander J. Wedgwood, M.P.,
Mr. J. Malcolm (President of the Armenian National

Council). Lord Rothschild, who was loudly cheered on

rising to address the meeting, said : "We are met here to-day
to extend a most cordial greeting and friendly welcome to the

American Zionist Medical Unit. This Unit, in honour of which
we are assembled here, owes its inception and formation to the

women Zionists of America. It was equipped by them with
a view of extending health and distributing relief to the

suffering population of Palestine, irrespective of race or creed.

(Cheers.) The work about to be undertaken enjoys the
whole-hearted support of the United States, and of our own
Government. America, by sending this Unit, has expressed
her great interest in the regeneration of Palestine. Recog-
nition of the noble mission of this Unit has been expressed
already in various ways. Mr. Balfour has officially received
the members. My friend, Sir Mark Sykes, has also given them
a welcome. I see around me many distinguished speakers
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who will be able much better than I can to express your
admiration for this lofty undertaking, and they will also bring
before you more adequately the political significance of the

Mission. But before concluding, I would say a few words
on what I venture to call the more scientific side of the Unit's

work. I consider that the sending out of a fully-equipped

Jewish Medical Unit is a very great tribute to the progressive
means by which modern Zionists are seeking to solve the

problems of the new Palestine. (Cheers). Some few years

ago an American philanthropist, Mr. Nathan Straus

(cheers) established a Health Bureau in Jerusalem, which
has done admirable work in reducing disease, more especially
malaria and trachoma, in and around Jerusalem. The good
work done by Mr. Straus will be carried on by those whom
we welcome to-day. The purpose in view, among other

work, is the establishment of hospitals on the most approved
lines. The services of these hospitals will be of inestimable

value to the suffering population, and so will be those of the

nurses and of the medical personnel, whose devotion in

braving the dangers of sea and land in these perilous times
we all greatly admire. (Cheers.) Their duties will be both
arduous and manifold, for the Zionist Commission to Pales-

tine, though it found the Jewish Colonies in a satisfactory
condition, reports that the sanitary state of Jerusalem is

deplorable, and that the whole country is suffering tremend-

ously from ages of misrule and oppression. I see among this

great audience a large Unit of American Jewish Volunteers.

(Loud cheers). I feel convinced that you will equally give
these brave soldiers a very hearty welcome, for their keenness
and enthusiasm have most profoundly impressed all those
who have met them. (Hear, hear.) In asking you to give
both the American Zionist Medical Unit and the American
Volunteers a most hearty and sincere welcome no further
words of mine are needed, and I will now ask the Rt. Hon.
George Barnes, M.P., who represents the Wiar Cabinet, to
address you. (Cheers.)

The Right Hon G. N. BARNES, M.P., who was cordially
received, said : I am glad that it has fallen to my lot to take
a little part in this great gathering a gathering which I

venture to say may be memorable in the annal of this old City
of London. On behalf of the British Government, and
voicing what I feel perfectly sure are the sentiments of the
British people, I join with you all in a hearty welcome first of
all to the Jewish Legion, whom I welcome on behalf of the
British Government as fellow fighters for freedom. (Cheers.)
It is, I think, a happy augury that their services are going to
be given in the East, where their hearts 'and their interests
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mostly lie. I hope that they will fight side by side with>

Americans and British and other nationalities, and will fight
until a successful conclusion of the present war for freedom
is brought about. May they have a pleasant journey out,
and a good time when they get out ! I have next to offer

a hearty welcome to the American Zionist Medical Unit en
route on a mission of great moral and spiritual, as well as

material significance. The British Government proclaimed/
its policy of Zionism because it believes that Zionism was
identified with the policy and aims for which good men and
women are struggling everywhere. (Cheers.) That policy -

is the policy of the Allies in this war. It is

THE POLICY TO WHICH WE ARE PLEDGED
J

it is the policy which we believe accords with the wishes of

vast numbers of the Jewish people, many of whom have cast

wistful eyes to Palestine as again destined to be their national

home.

From the Jewish Chronicle, July 26, 1918.

MR. BALFOUR ON JEWISH NATIONALISM.*

Speech to the American Zionist Medical Unit.

Shortly before they left England the American Zionist

Medical Unit was received by Mr. Balfour. The deputation,
which consisted of Mr. Lewin-Epstein, the Manager of the

Unit, Drs. Satenstein, Druskin, Hilkovich, Keller and
Krimsky, Miss Alice Seligsberg and Miss Rose Klombers,
was introduced by Mr. Sokolow, who explained the objects
of the Unit.

After some remarks by Miss Seligsberg and Mr. Lewin-

Epstein,
MR. BALFOUR replied, in a most cordial way, to the

following effect : he said he was very happy to be able to

address the Deputation of the Unit on their way to Palestine,
where they were going to contribute their share to the

beginnings of a great National undertaking. The far

*
Officially communicated.
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reaching importance of the idea represented by Zionism was
not sufficiently understood ;

the influence of that great
National revival known as Zionism would be felt not only by
those Jews who would settle in Palestine, but also by Jewry
in every country of the world, and even by the other nations

of humanity, for though Palestine was but a small country,,
the good which it had done for mankind was immeasurable.
The destruction of Judea that occurred nineteen centuries age*
was one of the great wrongs which the Allied Powers were

trying to redress. This destruction was a national tragedy.
It deprived the Jews of the opportunities enjoyed by other

nations, viz., to develop their national genius and their own
spirit to the full extent of which it was capable. The Jews
occupied a unique position among nations of the present day,
because they lacked that element of nationality which

appeared to be indispensable to a complete National life he

referred, of course, to the possession of their National Home.
The present moment witnessed the entrance on the World's

stage of great and important National factors, arid he felt

sure that among these the Zionist idea, which had already

accomplished so much in Palestine, would play a noble and
beneficent part. He congratulated the members of the Unit
on their great humanitarian mission. He knew they were
moved by a high idea and not by any self-seeking advantage.
Nothing, he said, could be accomplished in this world except
under the inspiration of a great ideal. He wished them God-
speed and complete success.

Mr. Balfour's speech made a profound impression on the

Deputation.
MR. SOKOLOW replied on behalf of the Unit and expressed

his thanks to Mr. Balfour and through him to the British

Government, not only for their invaluable help in every way,
but even more for the profound understanding shown of their
aims and aspirations.
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From the Jewish Chronicle, August 2, 1918.

THE AMERICAN ZIONIST MEDICAL UNIT.*

RECEPTION BY LIEUT.-COL. SIR MARK SYKES, BART., M.P.

The Zionist Medical Unit was received during its stay
in London by Sir Mark Sykes, M.P., of the Foreign Office,

and by M. Georges Picot, representing the French Govern-
ment.

M. NAHUM SOKOLOW, in introducing the Unit, said that

it was but fitting that this Unit, which was to carry out one

of the first pieces of practical work inspired by their recent

political successes, should be brought into the house of Sir

Mark, because it was in that house that Sir Mark Sykes.
M. Picot, and he had first discussed their aims and objects
a discussion which ultimately yielded such fruitful results.

Miss SELIGSBERG, of the Hadassah (American Women's
Zionist Organisation), and Mr. LEWIN-EPSTEIN having
spoken,

Sir MARK SYKES welcomed the Medical Unit. It was, he

said, a good augury that the first body of Jews going to

Palestine was going on a mission of healing. Even before

he became acquainted with the details of the Movement, and
before he had the pleasure of meeting the Zionist leaders,

he had always kept before him Zionistic questions, that is

to say, he had had it in his mind that some such idea furnished

the best solution of the Jewish problem. He knew Palestine

from his childhood, and he could tell them frankly that he

regarded it as a great sacrifice not to be there at the present
moment. He could have been there, and might, like his

friend, M. Picot, have witnessed the memorable scene of the

entry of the British troops into Jerusalem, but he had con-

ceived it to be his duty to be here in London to do work of a

political nature which was not less essential for the achieve-

ment of their object than to be on the battlefield. Sir Mark
Sykes paid a tribute to the work done by M. Picot. The
latter's modesty would prevent him from speaking of the
difficult work he had had to do to bring to a successful issue

the negotiations with the French Government, and he there-

fore felt it his duty to tell them that without M. Picot's

assistance and efforts of his Government, they could not
Jiave reached their present position.

M. GEORGES PICOT greeted the Medical Unit on behalf

*
Officially communicated.
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of the French Government. The Zionists were, he said, in

thorough harmony with the cause for which the Allies were

fighting. That was why the French Government was able

to recognise the Zionist claim. He agreed that there were

many difficulties to be encountered, but he felt sure that they
were surmountable. With such zeal and devotion as that

displayed by M. Sokolow, who'se tact and knowledge in

dealing with the Government had yielded so much success,

they would be carried forward to the ultimate realisation of

the aims to which they were all devoted. He wished the Unit
a pleasant journey and every success in their mission.

M. NAHUM SOKOLOW thanked both Sir Mark Sykes and
M. Picot for their kind words about him, which he said were
not meant for him personally but rather as a representative
of the Zionist idea. Referring to the good work on behalf

of Zionism done by M. Picot, M. Sokolow said he had met
much opposition in France. But that opposition did not
come from the French Government but rather from the
French Jews, M. Picot had actually become a Zionist

propagandist.

APPENDIX VI.

From the Jewish Chronicle, August 2, 1918.

FOUNDATION STONES LAID.

BRILLIANT CEREMONY.

[FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.]

JERUSALEM.

The 1 5th of Ab, traditionally a minor festival when the
Recitation of Lament is omitted from the ritual for the day,
has taken upon itself a new distinction in the Jewish Calendar.
For on Wednesday last, the foundation stones of the Jewish
University were laid on Mount Scopus, near Jerusalem, the
beautiful spot purchased before the war from the widow of
Sir John Gray Hill. Surely no more telling sign of the
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"Yeshub," of the regeneration of the Jewish people, could be

imagined than the setting up in Palestine, destined to become

recognised in the near future by the Powers of the world as

.the National Home for the Jewish People, of a seat of learning

open to all creeds from all parts of the earth, but a seat of

Jewish learning and Jewish culture.

It is characteristic of our people that the very first foot-

hold upon their restored National Home is thus utilised for

the high purposes of Science. It was Jewish learning to

which they turned when the great debdcle overtook them and
the diaspora began. To Jabneh the Rabbis took their way
so as to set up a resistance, in mental and moral force, to

the overwhelming disaster which physically the Jews had just
sustained in their National overthrow. They elected aright ;

for Jewish learning proved to be the unconquerable bastion

which has shielded and saved Judaism for close upon nineteen

centuries. That sure fortress was planted as our forefathers,

heavy in heart and sore in spirit, turned their tear-bedimmed

^eyes away from their fallen land to that new intellectual

heritage they determined to set up for Judaism and Jewry.
What more meet, then, that, as with hopeful joy we perceive
at last the ending of our dispersion breaking upon our gaze
like a great light upon the horizon, we should again look to

that means which has been so potent in preserving us and

keeping us alive and bringing us to this season
; and, not in

sorrow and well-nigh desperation, but with our souls filled

with fondest aspirations, set the foundations for a great centre
of Jewish learning?

The ceremony at Mount Scopus was a brillant one, worthy
of the occasion and purpose. It was attended by a vast

congregation, comprising all elements of the population, who
look upon this Jewish enterprise as a certain guarantee of the

moral uplifting which the Jewish restoration in Palestine is

to effect. Among others present was General Allenby and
members of his staff, Officers of the French and Italian forces

'in Palestine, together with several representatives of the

Egyptian Jewry. There were twelve foundation stones laid,

each to represent one of the tribes of Israel, and the first of

them was set by Dr. Weizmann, the chief of the Zionist
Commission. Appropriate blessings were pronounced and
prayers were said by the Rabbis present ; indeed, the ceremony
was really a religious one, perhaps in the very best sense of
the term. I could not avoid thinking, as I watched the

proceedings, and contemplated all they meant to the Jewish
people, of the words of the Atonement service : "Happy the

eye that beheld all these !" But I am certain the remaining
words do not apply : "For verily to hear only of them afflicts
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our soul !" Because, on the contrary, wherever the news of

this beginning of what will be a great Jewish work reaches

the ears of the Jew it will prove tidings of gladness, of com-

fort, of hope it will be as a trumpet-call to rouse the

indifferent, a mighty fact which will infuse new energy and

new determination in those who are zealous and faithful

children of Israel. At last the foundation is laid for the

means whereby Jewry can best serve all Mankind, in that

direction which is at once essentially its metier and is in

accordance with the highest conceptions of its God-given
mission in the world.

THE SITE FOR THE UNIVERSITY.

BY BERTRAM B. BENAS, B.A., LL.B.

The site for the Jewish University in Jerusalem is one of

the most historic and beautiful in the whole world. The land

purchased was at one time the property of the late Sir John
Gray Hill, of Liverpool, a former President of the Law Society,
an eminent English maritime lawyer, and a nephew of the

late Sir Rowland Hill, the Postal Reformer. The property is

best described in the words of Sir John, spoken in the course

of an address upon "The Jews of Jerusalem," delivered to

a. Jewish gathering in Liverpool some six years ago :

[QUOTED IN APPENDIX III, B.]
p. 42.

Goodrich Freer, in "Inner Jerusalem," observes : "Mount
Scopus is crowned by what is marked on the maps as the

'English House,' the country house of a Liverpool solicitor

and the centre, during the spring months, not only of art
and hospitality, but also of wide philanthropy

"

How Sir John became acquainted with the University project
has been narrated in a recent number of "Palestine," the

organ of the British Palestine Committee (February gth,

1918). It was during Sir John's last visit to Palestine, in

1914, that the negotiations were initiated for the purchase of

the estate on behalf of the University by the Palestine office

of the Zionist Organisation. After the decease of Sir John
and the outbreak of war, the completion of the negotiations
was carried through with the co-operation of Sir Norman
Hill (the late Sir John's nephew), the late Dr. Tchlenow,
M. Nahum Sokolow, Dr. C. Weizmann, the Rev. I.
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Raffalovich (of Liverpool), Mr. Israel M. Sieff, Mr. S.

Tolkowsky, M. Isak Goldberg, and the present writer, who,
it may be here mentioned, had the honour of drafting" the-

Agreement come to between Sir Norman and the Zionist

Organisation.
The property purchased for the University consists of a

considerable tract of land adjoining the estate "Ras Abou
Kharoub," and this will be immediately available for a

building or buildings of the University. Furthermore, the

"Ras Abou Kharoub" estate has been acquired, including the

residence and the adjacent and appurtenant lands forming the

remainder of the estate. "Ras Abou Kharoub" (as distin-

guished from the tract of land first mentioned) will not be
available unless and until the Vendor surrenders Lady Gray
Hill's life interest in the right to the occupation thereof.

The land at present immediately available, should, however,
afford ample room for the laying of the foundation of a

splendid edifice and the "Ras Abou Kharoub" estates provide
not only for extension of the structures, but assure the .

crowning position of the locality for the Jewish people and
their symbol of the return to the ancient Homeland. In the

autumn of 1913 Sir John delivered the Inaugural Address to

the Liverpool Jewish Literary Society, the subject of his

Address being "Zionism, Jerusalem, and the Holy Land."
At that time there was no idea that the "Ras Abou Kharoub"
estates would become the site for the projected University,
and the following words contained in the address may be

quoted as of particular interest :

[QUOTED IN APPENDIX III, A.]
p. 40.

In his book, "With the Beduins," Sir John describes
"Ras Abou Kharoub" thus : "From Jericho to the Mount of

Olives, ending an eventful journey, we pitched our camp at

the northern end of the ridge, upon the highest point of the
hills that stand about Jerusalem, a place where neither pilgrim
nor tourist comes. Here stood a little piece of land and a
cave therein, which we had bought and had 'made sure unto
us as a possession' and that we might have a little spot to call

our own in the land that we love." That was written in

1890, and the "little piece of land" has now grown into the

glorious estates now assured to the Jewish people for a

Temple of Learning.
"I am but an onlooker," said Sir John Gray Hill in the

address upon "The Jews in Jerusalem" first quoted, "but I

have a sincere sympathy with your aspirations. I have,
moreover, looked on for twenty-five years. And this I



APPENDIX. 65

strongly believe, that tne new spirit which is awakening

among'you will ultimately lead to a new, a happier, and a

nobler existence for the Jews in the Holy Land, that the night

of bondage and misery is far spent, and the day of freedom

and happiness is at hand." It is for the Jewish people to

raise the superstructure and may it.be worthy of the builders 1

MR. BALFOUR'S GREETING.

Mr. BALFOUR sent the following message by telegraph :

"Please accept my cordial good wishes for the future of the

Hebrew University on Mount Scopus. May it carry out its

noble purpose with ever-increasing success as the years go
on ! I offer my warm congratulations to all who have

laboured so assiduously to found this school of learning, which

should be an addition to the forces of progress throughout
the world."

From the Liverpool Courier, August 3, 1918.

LEADING ARTICLE.

THE UNIVERSITY IN JERUSALEM.

The inspiring message which Mr. Balfour sent on the

occasion of the laying of the foundation-stone of the 'Jewish

University of Jerusalem calls attention to a memorable event.

At any time the establishment of a great institution in the

Holy City would evoke interest and enthusiasm, but at a

period when the world is at war, and the Land of Israel a

battle front, the foundation of a seat of learning upon the

very earth whence humanity drew its ideals of peace and

justice marks an epoch in the history of mankind. It is

evidence of the confidence which British rule inspires that an
ancient people, with an unparalleled experience of Empires
and States, places its implicit faith in the declarations of

Britain and in the belief that the Allied cause will win through
by the inherent strength of its character. It is impossible to

contemplate without emotion the re-establishment in the City
of David of a house of learning wherein the Hebrew language,
the language of the Sacred Law, the great ethical truths of

the prophetic literature will animate every effort and
endeavour. To us in this city the foundation makes a par-
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ticular appeal, for the site of the University was at one time

the property of our distinguished fellow-citizen, the late Sir

John Gray Hill, who<se wish it was that it should become the

centre of Hebrew learning and the Hebrew spirit. A con-

siderable part of the negotiations for acquiring the site took

place in this city, and to the continued goodwill shown to the

movement by Lady Gray Hill and Sir Norman Hill the

successful completion of the project is in a considerable

measure due. It was interest in Liverpool Jewish literary
and national activity, a welcome phenomenon in the life of

the local community, which brought Sir John into closer

touch with the Jewry of Palestine, a further instance of the

association of Liverpool Avith the foundation of the new
University. Fellowship between Jewry and the nations will

be strengthened by the significant illustration which the

establishment of a University as the first token of the national

resettlement so eloquently affords.

From the Jewish Chronicle, August 9, 1918.

THE JEWISH UNIVERSITY.

LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION-STONES.

DR. WEIZMANN'S ADDRESS.

"THE LONG UNBROKEN CHAIN OF INTELLECTUAL
DEVELOPMENT."

At the ceremony of laying the foundation-stones of the

Jewish University on July 24th, those present included,
besides the members of the Zionist Commission, the

Commander-in-Chief and senior members of his staff, the

Military Governor of Jerusalem, and staff representatives of

the French and Italian Military detachments in Palestine and
other officers. The Mufti of Jerusalem, Bishop Maclnnes.

Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem, the representatives of the
Armenian and Greek churches, the Mayor and Vice-Mayor
of Jerusalem, Baron and Baroness Felix Menasce of

Alexandria, Maurice Cattaui Pacha, President of the Cairo

Jewish Community, Mr. Victor Mosseri, and the Chief Rabbis
of Cairo and Alexandria, the Sephardi and Ashkenazi Chief
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Rabbis, representatives of all Jewish organisations and com-
mittees in Jerusalem, Jaffa, and the colonies. The day was
declared a public Jewish holiday in Jerusalem, and a crowd

numbering about 6,000 people witnessed the ceremony.
After the ceremony had been opened by a chant of praise,

Dr. Weizmann laid the first foundation-stone of the Univer-

sity on behalf of the Zionist Organisation. He was followed

by the two Chief Rabbis of Jerusalem and the heads of the

United Council, who laid a stone on behalf of the Jerusalem

Community. The Mufti then laid a stone, and was followed

by the Anglican Bishop. Stones were also laid on behalf of

the following: The Jewish Regiment; Baron Edmond de
Rothschild

;
the Town of Jaffa ;

the Colonies
;
Hebrew

Literature; Hebrew Teachers; Hebrew Science; Jewish
Artisans and Labourers

;
Isaac Goldberg (whose generosity it

was that provided so largely for the purchase of the site), and
The Future Generation.

Dr. Weizmann then delivered an address. He said :

We have to-day laid the foundation-stone of the first

Jewish University, which is to be erected on this hill, over-

looking the city of Jerusalem. Many of us will have had
their thoughts cast back to the great historic scenes asso-

ciated with Jerusalem, scenes that have become part of the

heritage of mankind. It is not too fanc'ful to picture the

souls of those who have made our history here with us to-day

inspiring us, urging us onwards, to greater and even greater
tasks. Many again will have had their attention rivetted on
the apparent contrast between to-day's ceremony and the
scenes of warfare within a few miles of us. For only a brief

moment we are allowing ourselves to indulge in a mental

armistice, and in laying aside all thoughts of strife we try to

pierce the veil of w^ar and glance into the future. A week
ago we were keeping the Fast of Ab, reminding us that the

Temple had been utterly destroyed, and the Jewish national

political existence extinguished apparently for ever. But

throughout the long centuries we,

THE STIFF-NECKED PEOPLE,

have refused to acknowledge defeat, and "Judea Capta" is

once more on the eve of triumph. Here, out of the misery
and the desolation of War, is being created the first germ of

a new life. Hitherto we have been content to speak of

Reconstruction and Restoration. We know that ravished

Belgium, France devastated, Poland and Russia must and
will be restored. In this University, however, we have gone
beyond Restoration and Reconstruction, we are creating
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during the period of war something- which is to serve as .>

symbol of a better future. It is fitting that Great Britain,
aided by her great Allies, in the midst of tribulation and
sorrow, should stand sponsor to this University. Great
Britain has understood that it is just because these are times
of stress, just because men tend to become lost in the events
of the day, that there is a need to overlay these details by this

bold appeal to the world's imagination. Here what seemed
but a dream a few years ago is now becoming a reality.

What is the significance of a Jewish University what are

going to be its functions, whence will it draw its students,
and w^hat languages will it speak? It seems at first sight
paradoxical that in a land wTith so sparse a population, in a
land where everything still remains to be done, in a land

crying out for such simple things as ploughs, roads, and
harbours, we should begin by creating a centre of spiritual
and intellectual development. But it is not paradox for those
who know

THE SOUL OF THE JEW.

It is true that great social and political problems still face
us and will demand their solution from us. We Jews know
that when the mind is given fullest play, when we have a
centre for the development of Jewish consciousness, then

cpincidently will we attain the fulfilment of our material needs.
In the darkest ages of our existence we found protection r.nd

shelter within the walls of our schools and colleges, and in

devoted study of Jewish science the tormented Jew found
relief and consolation. Amid all the sordid squalor of the
Ghetto there stood schools of learning, where numbers of

young Jews sat at the feet of our Rabbis and teachers.
Those schools and colleges served as large reservoirs where
were stored up during the long ages of persecution an intel-

lectual and spiritual energy which on the one hand helped to

maintain our national existence, and on the other hand
blossomed forth for the benefit of mankind when once the
walls of the Ghetto* fell. The sages of Babylon and Jerusalem,
Maimonides and the Gaon of Wilna, the lens polisher, of

Amsterdam and Karl Marx, Heinrich Hertz and Paul Ehrlich
are some of the links in the long, unbroken chain of intellectual

development. The University, as its name implies, is to
teach everything the mind of man embraces. No teaching
can be fruitful nowadays unless it is strengthened by a spirit
of enquiry and research

; and a modern University must not

only produce highly-trained professional men, but give ample
opportunity to those capable of and ready to devote themselves
to scientific research to do so unhindered and undisturbed.
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Our University will thus become the home of those hundreds
of talented young Jews in whom the thirst for learning and
critical enquiry have been

ENGRAINED BY HEREDITY

throughout ages, and who in the great multitude of cases are

at present compelled to satisfy this their burning need amid

un-Jewish, very often unfriendly, surroundings. A Jewish

University? I do not suppose that there is anyone here who
can conceive of an university in Jerusalem being other than

a Jewish one. The claim that the University should be a

Jewish one rests upon the values the Jews have transmitted

to the world, from this land. Here in the presence of

adherents of three great religions of the world, which amid

many diversities build their faith upon the Lord who made
Himself known unto Moses, before this world which has

founded itself on Jewish law, has paid reverence to Hebrew
seers, has acknowledged the great mental and spiritual values

the Jewish people have given to it, the question is answered.
The University is to stimulate the Jewish people to reach

further truth. Am I too bold if here to-day in this place

among the hills of Ephraim and Judah, I state my conviction

that the seers of Israel have not utterly perished, that under
the aegis of this University there will be a renaissance of the

Divine power of prophetic wisdom that once was ours?
The University will be the focus of the rehabilitation of our

Jewish consciousness now so tenuous, because it has become
so world-diffused. Under the atmospheric pressure of this

Mount, our Jewish consciousness can become diffused without

becoming feeble, our consciousness will be rekindled and
our Jewish youth will be re-invigorated from Jewish sources.

-Since it is to be a Jewish University, the question hardly
arises as to its language. By a strange error, people have

regarded Hebrew as one of the dead languages, whilst in

fact it has never died off the lips of mankind. True, to many
of us Jews it has become a second language, but for

thousands of my people Hebrew is and always has been the
sacred tongue, and in the streets of Tel Aviv, in the orchards
of Richon and Rechoboth, on the farms of Hulda and Ben

.Shemen, it has already become the mother tongue. Here in

Palestine, amid the Babel of languages, Hebrew stands out
as the one language in which every Jew can communicate
with every other Jew. Upon the technical difficulties con-
nected with Hebrew instruction it is unnecessary for me to

dwell at this moment. We are alive to them
;
but the

experience of our Palestinian schools has already shown to us
that these difficulties are surmountable. These are all points
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of detail which have been carefully examined and will be dealt

with at the appropriate time. I have spoken of the Jewish

University where the language will be Hebrew7

, just as French

is used at the Sorbonne, or English at Oxford. Naturally,
other languages, ancient and modern, will be taught in their

respective faculties
; among these we may expect that

prominent attention will be given to Arabic and other Semitic

languages.
The Jewish University, though intended primarily for

Jews, will of course give an affectionate welcome to the

members of

EVERY RACE AND EVERY CREED.

"My house is a house of prayer for all the nations." Besides
the usual schools and institutions which go to form a modern

University, there will be certain branches of science which
will be peculiarly appropriate to associate with our University.

Archaeological Research, which has revealed so much of the

mysterious past of Egypt and of Greece, has a harvest still

to be reaped in Palestine, and our University is destined to

play an important part in this field of knowledge.
The question as to the faculties with which our University

may begin its career is limited to some extent by practical
considerations. The beginnings of our University are not

entirely lacking. We have in Jerusalem the elements of a

Pasteur Institute and a Jewish Health Bureau, whence
valuable contributions in Bacteriology and Sanitation have

already been issued. There is the school of Technicology at

Haifa and the beginning of an Agricultural experimental
station at Athlit. It is to scientific research and its applica-
tion that we can confidently look for the banishment of those
twin plagues of Palestine, malaria and trachoma

;
for the

eradication of other indigenous diseases
;
it is to true scientific

method that we may look for the full cultivation of this fair

and fertile land, nowr so unproductive. Here Chemistry and

Bacteriology, Geology and Climatology will be required to

join forces, so that the great value of the University in the

building up of our national home is apparent. All that again
reminds us of the fact which one is likely to forget after four

years of a terrible war, with its

MISAPPLICATION OF SCIENTIFIC METHODS,

that we must look to science as to the healer of many wounds
and the redeemer of many evils. Side by side with scientific

research the humanities will occupy a distinguished place.
Ancient Jewish learning, the accumulated, half-hidden,
treasures of our ancient philosophical and religious-juridic
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literature, are to be brought to light again and freed from the

dust of ages. They will be incorporated in the new life now
about to develop in this country, and so our past will be linked

up with the present. May I be allowed, before concluding,
to point to one very important aspect of our University?
The University, while trying to maintain the highest scientific

level, must at the same time be rendered accessible to all-

classes of the people. The Jewish workman and farm
labourer must be enabled to find there a possibility of con-

tinuing and completing his education in his free hours. The
doors of our libraries, lecture rooms, and laboratories must
be opened widely to them all. Thus the University will

exercise its beneficial influence on the nation as a whole.

The bare nucleus of the library is already in existence here,

and very valuable additions to it are at present stored up in

Russia and elsewhere. The setting-up of a University

library and of a University press are contemplated soon after

the War. Manifold are the preparations yet to be made.
Some of them are already in progress ; some, like the actual

building, must necessarily be postponed until the happy day
of peace arrives. But from this day the Jewish University is

a reality. Our University, informed by Jewish learning and

Jewish energy, will mould itself into an integral part of our
National structure which is in process of erection. It will

have a centripetal force, attracting all that is noblest in

Jewry throughout the world, a unifying centre for our
scattered elements. There will go forth, too, inspiration and

strength, that shall revivify the powers now latent in our
scattered Communities. Here the wandering soul of Israel

shall reach its haven
;

its strength no longer consumed in

restless and vain wanderings. Israel shall at last remain at

peace within itself and with the world. There is a Talmudic

legend that tells of the Jewish soul deprived of its body,
hovering between heaven and earth. Such is our soul to-

day ; to-morrow it shall come to rest, in this our sanctuary.
That is our faith.

Dr. Weizmann then read the message from Mr. Balfour,
the text of which was published in our columns last week.

Capt. Coulandre, on behalf of the French Government,
presented the following message :

Le Gouvernement de la R6publique est heureux d'exprimer
les sentiments de sympathie avec lesquels il accueille la

fondation de 1'Universite juive. II forme des voeux sinceres

pour que de la rayonnent les grandes pens6es de fraternit
et d'ideal auxquels le Judaisme s'est si fermement attache a
travers les siecles au cours desquels il a resist^ a toutes les

persecutions et pour que dans un monde d6barasse" des
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violences engendrees par les ambitions forcenees du regime
Prussien les Juifs qui le desireont puissent trouver en Palestin

n parfaite entente avec les autres groupements ethniques un

foyer a la fois intellectuel et social.

The whole ceremony was a deeply moving one, and pro-
duced an effect which will long remain with those who
witnessed it.

APPENDIX VII.

From the Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury,

August 17, 1918.

LEADING ARTICLE.

JEWISH RECRUITS IN PALESTINE.

British forces in Palestine have recently received a notable

addition to their strength from a source upon which we had
no reason to count when we invaded the Holy Land.

Recruiting offices, it appears, have been opened in Jerusalem
and Jaffa for the enlistment of Jews to keep up the strength
of the Jewish battalions sent out from England, and this step
has met with phenomenal success. There has been a rush
to enlist on the part of young Jewry comparable to the memor-
able scenes in this country when Kitchener's Army flocked

to the colours., An article which we publish to-day describing
the inauguration of this movement speaks of an almost

passionate eagerness for military service on the part of the

Jewish colonists. Sufferings under Turkish rule, gratitude
to Great Britain for deliverance, and the growth of Jewish
national consciousness are the inspiring factors which have

produced this happy result. Some of the volunteers from the

Jaffa district petitioned for admission to the ranks before the

opening of recruiting offices was contemplated, and when the
doors were opened practically all the able-bodied men joined
up. The Jaffa recruits were nearly all of Grade A, and being
accustomed to the climatic conditions, they should prove
hardy and useful soldiers. Mr. Balfour's declaration of

British sympathy with Zionist aspirations is partly responsible
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for the rapid development of this volunteer movement, which
bears with it germs of rich promise for the future of Zionism
in Judea. Those peoples are worthy of freedom and self-

government who are ready to defend their liberty with their

own right arm.

JEWISH VOLUNTEERS IN JUD./EA.

A RUSH TO THE COLOURS.

The enthusiasm that has marked the opening of recruiting
offices in Jerusalem and Jaffa for the enlistment of Palestinian

Jews as reinforcements for the Jewish battalions sent out from

England has been striking and significant (writes a Palestine

correspondent). The "gedud" or "regiment," has become
the all-absorbing topic of interest in practically all sections

of Palestinian Jewry, orthodox as well as non-orthodox.
The volunteer movement began in Palestine some weeks
before the arrival of the Zionist Commission or the ist Jewish
Battalion from England. It was the spontaneous movement
of a number of young Jewish colonists, mostly of Russian

origin, who felt that it was their duty to bear their share in

the task of liberating their homes from the hated Turk. The

experiences of the three years of war preceding the British

occupation, which had revealed in an aggravated form all the
evils of Turkish misrule, had served to intensify the desire

of the Jewish colonists to rid Palestine of the Turk. The
announcement of the Balfourian declaration of sympathy with
Zionist aspirations formed an additional and even more

weighty reason for their resolve. Hatred of the Turkish

rule, gratitude towards Great Britain, and the growth of

Jewish national consciousness in Palestine combined to

stimulate an almost passionate eagerness for military service

in and with the British Army.
The protagonists of the movement were a group of young

men in Jaffa and the neighbouring colonies, under the leader-

ship of a well-known Hebrew writer named Smeliansky, a

colonist, of Rehoboth. This group presented a petition to

the British military authorities, of which the following lines

may be quoted : "We, a group of initiators embracing
several hundreds, have decided from innermost conviction to
volunteer as a Jewish unit for fighting service in order to take

part in the great historic event of our country's liberation.

We desire to fight for the liberation of Palestine, which,
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according to Mr. Balfour's declaration, is to be the country
of our future. We desire to join the Jewish battalions coming
from England, and hope that Jewish units will soon be raised

in all parts of the Diaspora, that many Jewish soldiers now
serving in the armies of the Entente Powers will be trans-

ferred to Jewish volunteer units, so that a Jewish force will

arise, fighting all together with the British Army for the

freedom of our nation and Palestine. . . . We know that

by carrying on our peace-time work on the land we could help
the prosecution of the war. But at this historic moment we
cannot stick to this role only. We volunteers are mostly
labourers working plough and pick. We had written on our
banners the words 'Work' because in work on the soil we see

the leaven of our national existence. If we now leave our
work it is because an inner voice calls to us to give not only
the sweat of our brows but our blood also. . . ."

This petition sets forth very clearly the spirit and con-

viction which inspires these Palestinian recruits. The
moment the recruiting offices were open there was a rush to

the doors, and the scene, in Jaffa particularly recalled the

scenes in England in 1914. There was no hesitation on the

part of parents, employers, dependants, or womenfolk.

Practically all the able-bodied men joined the movement. No
pressure or recruiting sergeants were required in Jaffa. In

Jerusalem conditions are, of course, different. In the Holy
City the same development of Zionist opinion has not yet
been reached, and the bulk of the Jewish population are

devoted to a life of religious devotion or study. Still, even in

Jerusalem the response has been striking, and in the grounds
of the Rothschild Hospital, which forms the recruiting office,

one may see amid the more stalwart young Jews in European
clothes the pale faces of Yeshiba boys with long hair, long
coats, and wide-brimmed black hats, emerging for the first

time from a life of scholasticism and of aloofness from the

world. The Jaffa recruits show a much greater uniformity
of type. Their physique is remarkable. Out of the first 102
examined by the doctor 100 were classified A or fit for

general service. In Jerusalem there was nothing like the

same standard, over one-third of the applicants being rejected.
There were several instances of volunteers who, failing to

pass the doctor in Jaffa, marched the forty miles to 'Jerusalem
to try once more to get accepted.

On the last day before the opening of the recruiting offices

the volunteers sent the following message to Colonel

Patterson, who commanded the Zion Mule Corps in Gallipoli
and now commands the first Jewish battalion to reach
Palestine from England :
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"Coming from two different worlds distant and strange
to one another, we and you are met to-day in the light of

same ideal. Colonel and comrade, as a son of a free people

you can understand the feelings of men who for the first time

after nearly 2,000 years of slavery have forged their plough-
shares into swords to fight for freedom. A great part of

these feelings go out to you, the first leader of the first

Jewish force. From the days of Gallipoli we know and love

your name and you have become a comrade and brother to

us brother in arms and comrade in ideals. We are con-

vinced that Britain's victory is ours and our victory Britain's.

This war and Balfour's declaration have made us a sister

nation of England. We hope to convince by our fighting
that the soul of the Maccabees has not dried up and that we
know how to countersign Balfour's declaration with our own
blood."

This is not in the least exaggerated or hypocritical

language. A sight of these recruits at their preliminary
drills in the courtyard of the Hebrew School at Tel Aviv, or

at their English classes (many of them only talk Hebrew or

Yiddish), is sufficient to convince one of the real genuineness
of their sentiments and their ideals. These men have seen
the tide of war go past them, they can still hear the guns.
By every means in their power they sought, and in many cases

sought successfully, to escape service under the Turk.
Others who were Turkish conscripts escaped in the rush of
our advance, and are now among the best of the volunteers.
The example of Palestinian Jewry in the hills and plains of

Judaea should be a message to their kinsmen in distant lands.

Whatever happens in the future, and whatever may be
the future of Palestine, the Jewish volunteer movement in

Palestine will always stand out in the history of the Jewish
people as a great historic fact linking the Zionist ideal with
that of the great nations of England, France, Italy, and
America in this great war for human freedom.
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From The Jewish Chronicle, August 16, 1918.

CONFERENCE OF JEWS IN PALESTINE.

IMPORTANT ADDRESS BY MAJOR ORMSBY-GORE, M.P.

The first Conference of Jews in the liberated area of

Palestine was held at Jaffa on June xyth. Those present
included Major W. Ormsby-Gore, M.P., Political Officer

attached to the Zionist Commissi n in Palestine, Dr.
Weizmann and Dr. Thon.

Addressing- the Conference, which was composed both of

ladies and gentlemen, Major Ormsby-Gore said :

You have asked me as Political Officer in charge of the
Zionist Commission which has been sent out to Palestine by
H.M. Government to attend this h'storic gathering and to

say a few words of good wishes to you, the representatives of

all Jewry in the Occupied Part of Palestine, on behalf of my
Government. I do so with a full heart. My Government
the British Government has said one or two important things
during this war concerning Palestine.

My Government has said that, if England and her Allies

win this war, the future Government of Palestine shall not be

Turkish, because in this war England and her Allies are

fighting, not for the extension of any Empire, nor for the

acquisition of further power or further territory, but they are

FIGHTING FOR AN IDEAL,

shared by all our Allies, namely, that countries shall be

governed in the interests and according to the wishes and the

aspirations of the inhabitants of those countries. We are

satisfied when we look at the results of the Turkish rule upon
the land and the people of Palestine, that such rule ought to

disappear in the interests of Palestine and of civilisation.

The Turkish rule in Palestine was an alien rule, and was not
in the best interests of any of the inhabitants of Palestine,
and moreover such a rule crippled the free development,
economic and political, of this country. My Government has
said that it wishes to see the people of Palestine among others

freed from the rule of the Turks
; but it has yet said nothing as

to what Government should take its place that is a matter
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for the Peace Conference. But Mr. Balfour has made an

historic declaration with regard to the Zionists : that he wishes

to see created and built up in Palestine a National Home for

the Jewish People. What do we understand by this? We
mean that those Jews who voluntarily come to live in

Palestine, should live in Palestine as Jewish Nationalists,

i.e., that they should be regarded as Jews and nothing else,

and that they should be absolutely free to develop Hebrew
education, to develop the country and live their own life in

their own way in Palestine freely, but only submitting equally
with all others to the laws of the land.

I shall tell the British Government when I go back what
the Jews of Palestine have done already to realise their ideals

and what they feel with regard to this National Home. I can

say when I go back that I can see in this gathering to-day
the pioneer work of the National Home, i.e.,

A NATIONAL HOME BUILT UPON A HEBREW FOUNDATION,

with a definite consciousness and ideal of its own. I can say-

that whether you come from Russia, from Salonika, from

Bokhara, from Poland, from America, from England, or from

Yemen, you are bound together in Palestine by the ideal of

building up a Jewish Nation in all its various aspects in

Palestine, a National Centre for Jewry all over the world to

look to. This is the ideal of the future, an ideal which I am
convinced will be realised without doing any injustice or injury
to any of your neighbours here. But while I look forward
to the realisation of this ideal, I must remind you of the grim
realities of the present.

We can still hear the guns, and we are in the midst of a

desperate struggle, not merely between nations, but between
ideals. Be patient with the British Government, who wish

you well. Do not expect a great deal from them, but expect
a great deal from yourselves. At present we are bound to-

carry on the Turkish system of law, taxation, and Govern-
ment. We are bound to do this by International Law, and

England has always tried to respect this International Law.
England set its seal to the Hague Convention, which said that
when an advance was made into enemy country, the adminis-
tration should be military and not political, and that such

military administration should make no attempt to alter or

change the institutions of the occupied country ;
it is not our

wish that this is so, but it is so by the rule of law, and we shall
do our best to respect this law, no matter who else breaks it.

It is difficult for a military administration to make radical

changes, or to do much to help you and others in the country.
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Nevertheless some great things have been done already.
The British Government has given opportunity to the young
men to join the Battalion of Jews from other countries to

liberate this country. This

SPLENDID RESPONSE OF YOUR YOUNG MEN

will have a great moral value when history comes to be

written. Every one of these fine and splendid recruits now
enrolled, and who are going to the battalions which have cmoe
from England and America, will go as missionaries of Jewish-
nationalism in Palestine, so that these men will stay in Pales-

tine and help to develop it on just and right lines. The
British Government has done something more of great service

to you. The Government has sent Out to Palestine the Zionist

Commission. It has sent out Dr. Weizmann i.e., the

British Government has sent out a man in whom it has con-

fidence to help the Jewr s in Palestine in their greatest hour of

need. What this help has meant to you I need not go into in

detail. The Zionist Commission speaks for itself. Dr.

Weizmann came here as a stranger to the British authorities,

but in a few weeks he has won for himself, and for the people
whom he represents, a position among the British authorities

and among all with whom he has come into contact in Egypt,
Arabia, and Palestine, a position which is not merely a help,
but a corner-stone of the work which lies before you. The
Zionist Commission is in a position to do much to acquaint
not only Jewry throughout the world, but also the Govern-
ments of the Allied countries, with the needs, ideals, and

aspirations of Palestine Jewry. It is therefore only right
that you should be guided in patience by him, your leader,

and accept his advice and direction. Dr. WT

eizmann is a

leader who will see you through. In him is a man worthy of

your confidence, as \vell as of the confidence of all of the Allied

Governments.
The work of the Conference which I am addressing is very

important. You have a great deal to prepare for. You have
to prepare for Peace, for the day when war is no more, and
when there will be, please God, a free Palestine. Gentlemen,
make sure that your foundation-stones are truly laid in your
agricultural, cultural and educational work. So much
depends for civilisation on the work for which you are now
preparing and which you will perform during the next few
months. You will be faced with all the difficult trivialities of

life, but
IN THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT THERE IS A SPIRIT,

and just as good transcends evil, so does the spiritual trans-
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cend the material. You can build up a centre of civilisation

here. We English owe all that is best in our civilisation to

the Bible, and that is why we feel a deep interest and a bond
of sympathy in the work which you are doing. The Zionist

movement is not merely a political move, but is a spiritual

force, and if it succeeds I feel it will bring something great
and noble to the world, a message which will not only do so

much for the sad but beautiful land, but for the scattered

hosts of Israel and for humanity.

From the Jewish Chronicle, August 23, 1918.

BARON EDMOND DE ROTHSCHILD ON ZIONISM.

SPEECH TO THE AMERICAN MEDICAL MISSION.

In our last issue we reported a reception given in Paris

to the American Zionist Medical Mission, at which Baron
Edmond de Rothschild presided. We have now received the

full report of his speech. The Baron said :

At the moment when you pass through Paris, before your
departure for Palestine, where you are about to fulfil a

great duty of solidarity and of charity, the Comite d 'Etudes
Sionistes of Paris and the most eminent representatives of

French Jewry are holding this meeting to bid you welcome.
We are very grateful to the Government which has sent its

representatives to this meeting, and we thank it deeply for

the honour it has done us. The presence of M. Mourier,
Under-Secretary for the Health Department, of M. Tardieu,
Minister for American Affairs, of M. Gout, representing the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, with M. Picot, High Commis-
sioner in Palestine, is a new testimony of the sympathy felt

by the French Government and is a guarantee to us that the

Jewish question in Palestine can count in the future on the

support of France. In the name of all, I address to the
Government the expression of our deep gratitude.

Since the beginning of the war, we in France have been
aware of the admirable enthusiasm for charity of your fellow
citizens. They have everywhere organised the most perfect
medical corps, generously aided our wounded with the most
eager and touching care, helped our unfortunate orphans,
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taken part in the reconstruction of devastated villages. You
are going to accomplish in Palestine work of the like kind.

Members of the family of Israel, attached by the closest bonds
to those whom you will find in Palestine,

YOU WILL BE RECEIVED THERE WITH GRATITUDE.

M. Sylvain Levi, who went to Palestine as a French delegate,
has told us all about the sufferings of the unfortunate

population. There are in that land at the present time more
than three thousand deserted orphans, whose condition is

precarious in the extreme owing to want of food and care.

Our hearts bleed at the thought that the infant mortality in

certain communities had risen to 900 per 1,000. We hope
that, thanks to you, the country will before long know the

benefits of hygiene, which is the first condition for a better

moral life, and we thank you deeply, all of you, great-hearted
men and women, who are devoting yourselves to this noble
task. Certainly the charitable purpose which you have set

before yourselves might well be enough for you to undertake,
but your mission will also participate in that great Zionist

movement, the splendid development of which we have seen

during the past few years : it will contribute to give life, so-

to speak, to the beautiful idea of the establishment of a Jewish
Homeland in Palestine,

THE HOPE WHICH HAS KEPT ISRAEL ALIVE

for twenty centuries is about to be realised. One of the most
remarkable phenomena recorded by history is that this con-

quered people, dragged into exile, has been able to resist all

persecutions and preserve its personality since the dispersion,
maintained by a common thought, by a moral ideal. If,

thanks to its perseverance, it nows- see opening before it the

road which leads to the land of its ancestors, it sees above
all the triumph of its ideas and of its conception of the world.

Whilst all the people of antiquity saw the age of gold at the

beginning of life, the Jewish people was the first which placed
its hope in the reign of justice on earth to be achieved in the

future. It is this idea which President Wilson has developed
in his messages and which he has made real by entering into

the struggle. Whilst the Kaiser, taking responsibility for

this terrible war, causes millions of men to be immolated,
massacres women and children in order to dominate the

world, like th^ kings of Assyria of old, your President and

your admirable country rise up, fighting without desire for

conquest, to bring about the triumph of right, of equity, to

make them secure in the lives of peoples, to give life to

nationalities, associating themselves in this way with the
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magnificent aim for which the Allies are shedding the blood

of their children without measure.
One of the first consequences of their noble ideals has

been the promise given by the Allied Governments to help in

the re-establishment of a Jewish national home in Palestine.

This Declaration has been received with enthusiasm and

gratitude. It is not all who aspire to return to the land of

their ancestors. In the Middle Ages the barrier which

separated the Jews from the world was insurmountable, but
now for more than a century, thanks to ideas of liberty, we
feel ourselves in our true native land

; you in your great
Republic of America

; we in France. The English Jews, the

Italians, all are heartily attached to their country, and the

patriotism of all has been affirmed on fields of battle. It is

those above all who have suffered much, treated as strangers
and outcasts in the lands where they live, who more than all

others are animated by the desire to return and cultivate the

sacred soil of Palestine. But it is an aim to which all

Israelites to whatever country they belong are attached, and
the great value for all of the establishment of a home in

Palestine consists in the creation of

A CENTRE OF INTELLECTUAL CULTURE,

it is by this means that we wish to continue the work of our
fathers. When the soldiers of our Allied countries, greater
than the heroes of the epics of old, have assured by their

victory the triumph of the noble cause for which they fight,
there will arise from out of this terrible war a regenerated
world. We wish to bring our stone to< the great new building
which will arise, and the Hebrew University is the symbol of

our aspirations which will play its assigned role in our home
in Palestine.

If the Jewish people which is so small has played so

important a part in history, it is because it was the first which

spread in the world the great principles of morality, of justice,
and of right which still rule all modern societies. More even
than we wish to cultivate the earth, we wish, after the

example of our fathers, to cultivate the

GREAT PRINCIPLES OF IDEALISM AND OF JUSTICE

and to spread them over the world. For us, the mission of

Israel is not ended, and that is the reason why we salute \v'.th

joy the re-establishment of our home in Palestine. I am, I

know, Ladies and Gentlemen, in agreement with the senti-

ments of your President, Judge Brandeis, that great genius,
capable more than any other of working for the organisation
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of this vast enterprise. Certainly, the task will be heavy and

delicate, and will call for enlightened guidance, but men of

worth will not be wanting, and with the help of the most
remarkable personalities in the allied countries, on which we
are entitled to count, we may well hope for success. In

France, I do not fear to assert, the help of the Communitv
will not be found wanting. Thus, Ladies and Gentlemen, the

future seems to me full of promise ;
I have complete confidence

in it.

When I helped the first Zionists to found their Colonies

in Palestine, over fifty years ago (Herzl had not finished his

studies at the time), I did not think that I should, in my old

age, have the happiness of seeing those prophecies of Isaiah

realised, in which
,
in a sublime vision, after the most terrible

disorders and wars, he shows different nations leading the

Israelites back to the land which God gave to their fathers.

From The Jewish Chronicle, September 13, 1918.

MR. LLOYD GEORGE AND NATIONALISM.

"THE FULFILMENT OF HISTORIC HOPES."

DEPUTATION OF MANCHESTER JEWS.

The Prime Minister paid a visit to Manchester and other

places in Lancashire this week for the purpose of being

presented with the freedom of several towns in the country.
He arrived at Manchester on Wednesday evening, when he

proceeded to the Town Hall where, among others, he received

the deputation of Jews which, as will be seen below, had been

arranged for, who presented him with an address, that placed
on record the gratitude of the Jewish people for the interest

shown by the Government in the Jewish National Movement
and for the Declaration made on behalf of the Government by
Mr. Balfour in November last.

The Deputation consisted of Messrs. E. H. Langdon,
J.P., Nathan Laski, J.P., N. Sokolow, and Simon Marks.

MR. EDWARD H. LANGDOX, J.P., in presenting the

Address, said he had been authorised to welcome the Prime
Minister in the name of the representatives of over one
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hundred synagogues, as well as educational and philanthropic
institutions of the city.

Mr. NATHAN LASKI, J.P., as an executive officer of the

Board of Deputies of British Jews, representing the Jews
throughout the Empire, said that he had the honour of

thanking the Prime Minister in their name for the great sym-
pathy and interest shown by him in the Jewish Cause.

M. N. SOKOLOW expressed gratitude to the Prime Minister

on behalf of the Zionist Organisation for so cordially receiving
the deputation,

The terms of the Address are as follows :

The undersigned representatives of the Jewish Community
of Manchester, headed by our distinguished Zionist leader,

M. Nahum Sokolow, gladly avail ourselves of the opportunity
of your visit to Manchester to place on record the gratitude
which the Jewish people feels for the interest shown by the

Government, of whom you are the head, in the fulfilment of

Jewish National aspirations.
We are confident that the Government's historic Declaration

of 2nd of November, 1917, expresses not only its own con-

sidered policy at the present time, but the permanent attitude

of the British nation to our people. We look forward to the

early fruition of the hopes which we build on that Declaration,

and we know that in the brighter days of peace, the restored

and revived Hebrew nation will show in practical form its

regard for Great Britain and for the British tradition of help
and justice to small nations.

For the sake of the Jewish nation and of the cause of the

free peoples throughout the world, struggling to escape from
the pitiless desire for conquest of the German people who
have been intoxicated with the belief that their army can over-
ride all obstacles and all rights, we trust that Great Britain
and her Allies will at an early date see the downfall of the
German power as an indispensable preliminary to the com-
mencement of the New Era of peace and justice, foretold by
our national prophets and seers in that great Jewish Bible
which has become part of the patrimony of the peoples of this

great Empire.
We venture to think that among the many triumphs which

it will be your privilege to recall in after days, you will

remember with perhaps a unique pride and pleasure that it

was under the guidance of your statemanship that Great
Britain extended its mighty hand in friendship to the Jewish
people to help it to regain its ancient national home and to
rerlise its age-long aspirations.

The Address was signed by Rabbi Dr. B. Salomon, Mr.
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Edward H. Langdon, J.P., Mr. Nathan Laski, J.P., Mr. S.

J. Cohen, Councillor Finburgh, Mr. L. Friedzon, Capt.

Dulberg, R.A.M.C., and Mr. Simon Marks.
In reply, Mr. LLOYD GEORGE said :

It is with feelings of the greatest satisfaction that I accept

the address which you have done me the privilege of pre-

senting to me. The aspirations which you share with

multitudes of your race scattered throughout the world found

a natural response in the minds of those responsible for the

government of this country, because they are in permanent
accord with the sentiments of the people of Great Britain.

I have to-day had the honour of receiving addresses from the

representatives of three elements most intimately concerned

in the establishment of a rule of order and justice in an area

which has hitherto been the prey of tyranny and outrage. The
fulfilment of the historic hopes and aspirations to which you
refer in your address is, I believe, an essential corollary to the

necessary enfranchisement of the oppressed peoples of the

Near East.

THE UNITED STATES AND PALESTINE.

PRESIDENT WILSON'S DECLARATION.

President Wilson has written a letter to Rabbi Stephen
Wise, of New York, giving a formal assurance that the

United States sympathises with the traditional effort of Jewry
throughout the world to establish a home for themselves in

Palestine, and expressing satisfaction at the progress of the

Zionist movement since the publication of Mr. Balfour's

Declaration. The President alludes with satisfaction to the

work of the Weizmann commission and to the progress made
in the project of a Jewish university in Jerusalem.

"The letter," say the Washington Correspondent of the

Times, "is taken as tantamount to a recognition by the United
States of American interest in the Zionist venture, such as

France and Italy as well as Great Britain have already given.
If this interpretation is correct, it makes a considerable for-

ward step in American policy regarding the Peace settlement
in general and the Near East in particular."

The New York correspondent of the Daily Telegraph,
commenting on the letter, says that "next to the recognition
of the Czecho-Slovaks, the President's action is construed
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here as by far the most important thrust at the moral of the

Central Powers that has been made for many months."

President Wilson follows almost verbatim the language of

the Declaration of Mr. Balfour on behalf of the British

Cabinet."
Colonel Roosevelt, in the course of an address at New

York, detailed what he considered should be the Allies' peace
conditions. One of these is : Palestine must be made a Jewish
State.

From The Jewish Chronicle, January 10, 1919.

JAPAN AND PALESTINE.

SUPPORT OF THE JEWISH NATIONAL HOME.

The Japanese Ambassador has been authorised to make
the following declaration in the name of the Imperial Japanese
Government :

"The Japanese Government gladly take note of the

Zionist aspirations to establish in Palestine a National

Home for the Jewish people, and they look forward with
a sympathetic interest to the realisation of such desire

upon the basis proposed."

From The Daily Telegraph, February 28, 1919.

THE COUNCIL OF TEN.

The following official communique was issued last night :

PARIS, Thursday.
'

The meeting of the Ministers and representatives of the

Allied and Associated Powers was held to-day at the Quai
d'Orsay, at three p.m., and lasted till 5.30 p.m. M.
Clemenceau came to M. Pichon's room to resume contact

with the Delegates of the Conference.

On the motion of the American Delegates it was decided
to organise a central commission for territorial questions.
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Thereupon the Zionist case was presented by Dr. Weizmann
and M. Sokolow, representing the Zionist organisation ;

M. Sylvain Levy, Professor at the College of France, and a

member of the Palestine Committee
; M. Andre Spire,

representing the French Zionist organisation; and M-

Ussichkin, representing the Jews of Russia.

From The Times, March 4, 1919.

MR. WILSON AND ZIONISTS.

SUPPORT FOR PALESTINE PLAN.

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT).

NEW YORK, March 3.

Mr. Wilson last night received a delegation of American

Jewish leaders, to whom he expressed approval of the Zionist

plan for the creation of a national Jewish home in Palestine.

He said :

"I have before this expressed my personal approval of the

declaration of the British Government regarding the aspira-
tions and historic claims of the Jewish people in regard to

Palestine. I am, moreover, persuaded that the Allied

Nations, with the fullest concurrence of our own Government
and people, are agreed that in Palestine shall be laid the

foundations of a Jewish commonwealth."
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